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Title:

Building indicators for Child Friendly Cities and Communities and assessing local progress in child well-being through a participatory approach 
Summary:
In 1996, UNICEF and UN Habitat launched the Child Friendly Cities Initiative with objective of improving child well-being through the engagement of local administrations. In child friendly cities and communities, children are provided with equal access to basic services as well as adequate spaces for growth and development; and most importantly, they are granted opportunities to participate in decision-making arenas. Different initiatives have developed indicators on ‘child friendliness’ of cities and communities and have promoted monitoring and assessment of local administrations performance vis-à-vis child well-being indicators. A recent action-oriented research initiative, undertaken by UNICEF Innocenti Research Centre, Childwatch International, the Children’s Environments Research Group and the Bernard Van Leer Foundation, has produced a set of global indicators, based on the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child and the Child Friendly City Building Blocks, which can be adapted locally. The different indicators are grouped into six dimensions: play and leisure; participation and citizenship; safety and protection; health and social services; educational resources and home environment. The objective is not to compare cities and communities in different parts of the world but rather to help the cities and communities self-assess the extent to which services are fulfilling children’s and to enable local administrations to look critically at the relevance of governance structures and processes in place to meet children’s needs and rights. For the purpose, an assessment toolkit has been developed. The toolkit enables children and parents to express themselves on the degree of fulfillment of their rights and to identify their priorities as a basis for local action and advocacy; and b) assist municipal authorities in reflecting on the child friendliness of local government structures and processes. The indicators and assessment tools were applied in 9 countries representing a range of geographic, cultural and socio-economic settings.
