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Six years have passed since the Indian Ocean tsunami. Mostly fishing families were affected. This paper presents one work-package of the project “Post-tsunami” funded by the European Commission, which was implemented in the worst hit part of India, the Southern state Tamil Nadu. A list of indicators of children’s subjective well-being in the given sub-culture with 72 statements was developed in 2009 by analysing focus group discussions of mothers and children. This list became part of a questionnaire battery (consisting of the wellbeing questionnaire as well as the PRCRS, SDQ, TESI-P).These questionnaires were answered by 167 mothers regarding the problems and well-being of their 344 children. The tsunami-affected children were single and double orphans, either living with their biological parent(s) or in an out-of-home care organisation providing family based care (SOS Children’s Village). The non tsunami-affected children of the control group lived away from the sea. The answers were put into a SPSS matrix (SPSS 16.0). Via principal component analysis (varimax rotation) seven factors of children’s well-being were identified: love for nature and orientation on elder people, tsunami-related fears, tsunami-related aggression, academic achievement, peer relationships, community orientation, family compliance. Four out of these factors were classified as culture-specific: love for nature and orientation on elder people, academic achievement, community orientation, family compliance. The well-being factors of children in the given sub-cultures and differences in children’s well-being, which was highly dependent on living contexts (biological parent/s and out-of-home care organisation), will be presented. Differences in children’s concepts of well-being compared to their mothers’ well-being concepts are discussed.
