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Abstract 
Eurochild is the only European network specifically focused on child rights and child welfare that brings together membership from different sectors (NGOs, professionals, local/regional authorities, academic institutions). Eurochild campaigns for the realisation of children’s rights across Europe focusing on those children at risk of poverty, social exclusion and marginalisation. 
Child well-being is notoriously difficult to measure, but there are more and more examples where it is being done with good effect on policy development. There is a considerable body of good quality and comparable data on child well-being covering European countries and political commitment to further explore this area. However, insufficient progress has been made regarding an important role for indicators: indicators should also be employed to help shape policies and services and ultimately improve people’s quality of life and well-being. Indicators are not an end in itself, which requires that they are devised and used in ways that extend their impact beyond simply building knowledge. 

Our contribution will focus on the link between research and empirical evidence, policy and practice. Taking examples from Eurochild member organisations who are involved in indicators work at national level, as well as from the work of Eurochild in supporting EU-level indicators, we aim to show the role of civil society in using indicators as a tool for advocacy, influencing the design of indicators, and translating indicators into language, format and media that convey clear messages to policy-makers and a broader audience. We will explore some of the pitfalls of indicators exposed by practitioners and child rights advocates and the importance of complementing indicators with qualitative data.

