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Abstract
Subjective indicators of adolescents’ well-being. Comparing some results among four Latin-languages-speaking countries.

In order to measure 14 to 16 year-old adolescents’ personal well-being a range of instruments has been used in four Latin-languages-speaking countries: Argentina, Brazil, Chile, and Spain.
Three multiple-item scales and six single item-scales have been used to contrast its comparative functioning. The multiple-item scales are the 7-item version of the PWI (Cummins et al., 2003), the SWLS (Diener, Emmons, Larsen & Smith, 1985) and the BMSLSS (Seligson, Huebner & Valois, 2003). Their scores have been transformed into a 0-100 scale in order to facilitate comparison. The single-item scales that have been used are: one on overall life satisfaction (OLS), one on happiness with overall life (HOL), Fordyce’s happiness scale (1988), two items from Russell’s scale (2002) on core affects (CAS) – the one on happiness and the one on satisfaction -, and the 6th optional item of the BMSLSS scale on overall life satisfaction. All single item-scales scored from 0 to 10.
Functioning of each scale is analysed in each-country context and among countries. Country-context specific differences are also analysed, including gender differences. Fit structure of different models using Structural Equations will be presented. 
Interest of using this scales and items as subjective indicators of well-being for cross-country comparison will be discussed.
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