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Reporting systems and (state) profiles of the living conditions and the well-being of children, e. g. OECD reports, UNICEF reports or the KIDS Count reports, arouse increasing public interest. The results are of value for service providers, the priorities of children have come to the forefront of political agendas and the “child indicators movement” has become a relevant research topic. Within at least the last two decades four major shifts in reporting systems and in social monitoring have been described – namely shifts “from survival to beyond”, “from negative to positive”, “from well becoming to well-being” and “from traditional to “new” domains”. These shifts convey in big parts with a valued paradigm of “new childhood studies” and child advocacy groups: Children are seen as “persons in their own right”, “full members of society” and “competent actors in the here and now”. There is some evidence for these shifts, but still data and profiles primarily include representations of vulnerable children, children as future members of society and the dangers in growing up successfully. Therefore the data are used for an optimum support of children’s development and the protection of children at risk from the point of view of adult stake holders. The interest is an early and continuous identification of risk factors and threats for a “good childhood” from the perspective of the adult society. To become a promising tool for childhood studies further, alternative representations of children and childhood should be implemented in the reporting systems and the (state) profiles. Therefore the so-called “generational perspective” within childhood studies has to be strengthened.
