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ABSTRACT:

In our days, the phenomenon of discrimination and social exclusion poses more complications to young children’s lives, and more concretely in the case of the European Union (EU) where distinctive degrees of equality exist now among the vulnerable groups. The knowledge that the tremendous capacity and adaptability of young children provide an effective starting point for preventive interventions, as a part of a broader social inclusion policy, has been largely recognised. In this sense, the integration of vulnerable groups in the societies on a general level, and, especially within the education systems and social services, has converted itself in a matter of interest for those politicians in the European Union. This fact has given place to the adoption of different kinds of means in the European countries to provide with an answer for educative systems approaching the challenge of institutionalization and provision of services during this phase of life cycle. This work pretends to examine how in different European policies attention and development of equal right to quality education and care in the phase of early childhood is considered in the processes of inclusion of the children in the European systems of ECEC. 
For this purpose, national scores from three different ECEC systems have been selected, as well as other quality indicators to construct a comparative study on these policies in three representative countries. In order for countries to assess their national ECEC policies, it is important to interpret policies according to relevant context and outcome criteria, but also to be able to assess their relative position to other countries. Likewise, we reconsider the main outcomes and analyse its relevance according to the literature previously revised, including the shortcomings of the study and the several future lines in the research field that constitutes the Doctoral Thesis of the author.

