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Other services
We also provide a wide range of products 
for open days, conferences, events and 
other communications, for example:
 posters
 flyers
 leaflets
 newsletters
 handbooks
 magazines
 brochures
 promotional merchandise
 signage
 e-marketing
…and much more!

Did you know?

Departmental leaflets can be either  
A4 or A5. Choose to have four  
(single fold) or six pages (c-fold), 
depending on your requirements.

All leaflets are printed in full colour.  
The templates are flexible to 
allow a range of information to 
be communicated including: 
images, student profiles, contact 
information, pull-out quotes, charts 
and graphs.  

Introduction
As the University’s authorised supplier, we 
offer a range of design and print solutions 
for your department. Whatever your 
project, call us for a chat or arrange for a 
design consultation. We will be happy to 
advise you, make suggestions or provide 
you with a quote – offering a complete 
in-house design service tailored to your 
department’s needs. 

Departmental leaflets
We are happy to offer a full design and print 
service for departmental leaflets, brochures 
and posters.  
     The look and feel is designed to 
complement the Undergraduate and 
Postgraduate prospectuses and can be 
adapted to your specific needs. 
     We have already worked with a number 
of departments to produce effective designs 
and some examples of these can be seen 
overleaf.  
     Alternatively, visit our online portfolio at 
www.york.ac.uk/designcopyandprint.

Contact
Design and print studio

5a Main Street 
Heslington Village 
University of York 
York YO10 5DD

Tel: +44 (0)1904 328414
Email: ccp-design-print@york.ac.uk
Web: www.york.ac.uk/designcopyandprint

Before you contact Campus Copy and Print, please visit the guidance sheet on the Admissions and Student Recruitment website 
in the ‘Information for Staff’ section www.york.ac.uk/admin/uao.
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www.york.ac.uk/physics/postgraduate
Fusion offers the prospect of an effectively limitless supply of energy which is relatively clean and produces no greenhouse gases. Fusion research is focused around two main concepts: magnetic confinement fusion (MCF) and inertial confinement fusion (ICF). Both will be covered in this MSc course. The field is entering an exciting new era with the construction of the ITER tokamak in the South of France. There are also large ICF projects on the horizon, such as the National Ignition Facility in the US and the HiPER project being led by UK scientists.

The University of York has provided a new, taught MSc in Fusion Energy from October 2009. In response to an international need to train physicists for this recent growth in fusion energy research activity, this Master’s course provides a firm foundation to fusion physics and gives introductions to some of the more 
advanced topics. It is an ideal course to prepare students for a PhD in fusion energy; it also equips 
students who decide not to pursue fusion further with a range of important generic skills applicable 

in many sectors of employment.
The course includes lectures, laboratory classes and a major research project which will be carried 
out over the summer months and assessed by dissertation. All work is supervised by the Plasma Physics and Fusion Group at York. The group has four academic 

staff involved in ICF research and four in MCF research, with both theoretical and experimental 
expertise. The group has established one of the biggest university fusion groups in the UK and with 
strong links to the Rutherford Appleton Laboratory and UKAEA, Culham, it has access to world-
leading fusion facilities, including the MAST and JET tokamaks and large laser facilities.

Detector development and other projects

(PhD/MSc) Diamond detectors for time-of-flight / fragmentation studies with LYCCA  
Professor Mike Bentley
Very exotic nuclei can be studied using relativistic heavy ions produced in fragmentation reactions. Such beams of exotic nuclei can then be directed onto a target, where measurements can be made of exotic nuclear properties through a second reaction (either electromagnetic or nuclear). At York, we have embarked on such a programme of studies, aimed at light nuclei near the proton drip line. These types of reactions require the nucleus of interest to be indentified uniquely after the reaction target, and this, in turn, needs a time-of-flight measurement. We are developing a novel detector system called LYCCA, one component of which is a large set of polycrystalline diamond detectors. These are novel detectors, which are supposed to have the very good timing properties we need for the measurement. These are being purchased and prototyped, and the project will look at the development and characterisation of the detectors for use in fragmentation reactions. To extend to a PhD project, this could be coupled to the data analysis of an experiment which uses these detectors at the RISING experiment at GSI, Darmstadt.  

A schematic of the LYCCA detector prototype, showing double-sided silicon strip detectors – DSSD – (red), CsI detectors (pink/blue) and two polycrystalline prototype diamond detectors (grey). This array will be used at GSI, Darmstadt, with relativistic beams of exotic nuclei following fragmentation reactions. 

(PhD/MSc) Design of a scintillator for more sensitive recoil beta tagging Dr David Jenkins, Professor Bob Wadsworth
The group has recently developed the technique of recoil beta tagging to assist with its investigations of very weakly populated N = Z nuclei in the mass 60-100 region. However, in order to improve the sensitivity of the technique 

so that nuclei with N < Z can be studied, it will be necessary to try to reduce the background in the beta detector that results primarily from gamma rays. The project will look to achieve this by developing a hybrid scintillator and utilising pulse shape discrimination techniques. The resulting device will be tested at Jyväskylä. A PhD project would include the design and use of a new detection system for studies of exotic proton rich nuclei. 

(PhD/MSc) Research and development towards lanthanum bromide-based detectors 
Dr David Jenkins
Lanthanum bromide is a novel scintillator material which promises unprecedented high energy resolution for gamma-ray detection. Detectors built from such material would have important applications across nuclear physics. We will investigate the suitability of such detectors in a range of applications and determine whether the light output can be read out with novel arrays of large-array avalanche photodiodes. 

(PhD/MSc) New neutron array for SPIRAL2  
Professor Bob WadsworthNeutron detector arrays are important ancillary detectors to gamma ray arrays for the study of low to medium spin states in exotic N~Z nuclei with masses greater than 40. Within Europe there is currently a project that has recently begun to design and construct a new array, based on liquid scintillators, for the detection of neutrons emitted during nuclear reactions. The array will be optimised for the detection of the emission of 2n channels, which results in 

the most neutron deficient nuclei being produced, and will utilise, for the first time, digital electronics and pulse shape analysis techniques. The current project will involve work on developments of the neutron array and use of the existing array to study high spin structures in heavy N~Z nuclei. (An MSc project would not include the latter aspect.)

(MSc) Determining γ and γ-particle angular distributions  Dr Charles Barton
Experimentally obtained observables from nuclear physics experiments often rely on the detection of rays and particles, at times often in coincidence, following a reaction where the atomic nucleus has become aligned or polarised. The full relativistic treatment of such distributions and correlations are often not considered even though the effects can be surprisingly large in certain situations. This project will allow the student to build upon some preliminary work on γ-ray angular distributions and develop a treatment for γ-γ, particle-γ, and particle-γ-γ angular distributions that can be used to fit experimental data. A full relativistic treatment is expected, including addressing the problem of detector solid angle acceptance. The student could develop a Maple worksheet to generate plots of the distributions and fits the data. He/she could also write a computer program to generate such plots and fitting routines. This project will require that the student be familiar with Maple or a computer programming language. The student should also be comfortable with mathematics due to the challenging but interesting mathematical nature of this work. 

MSc in fusion energy
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This table shows the current structure of the Educational Studies Degree Programme 

YEar corE EDucaTional STuDiES moDulES anD uniTS oPTional moDulES

FirST introduction to Educational Studies

  What is taught in schools? 

 Social and educational inequality 

Educational inclusion 

Teachers and teaching 

Education for Life-long Learning

 introduction to Foundational Knowledge  

of Education
  Philosophical perspectives  

Psychological perspectives 

Political and economic influences 

Historical development 

Social theory

contexts of Education

  Thinking about the context and meaning of education 

Organisation of schools 

Education and schooling in other countries 

Alternative forms of education 

Informal contexts of education

Skills for Studying Education 

  Argumentation 
Searching and researching education 

Research literacy 
ICT skills  
Communicating and presenting educational ideas

 

SEconD Foundational Knowledge of Education i

  Sociology of education 

Philosophy of education

Foundational Knowledge of Education ii

  Educational policy 
History of education 

Psychology of learning and language learning

research methods

Psychological aspects of Teaching

Gender and Education

Helping Troubled Pupils 

Special Educational needs

Perspectives on Primary Education

Education in literature

Teaching Shakespeare

Studying literary Texts

modern Fiction for children

THirD Empirical Dissertation Project

Synoptic

Science, Education and Society

Education and Development

Education and Social change

mathematics and Education

assessment and Education

Education and citizenship

models of Writing

Drama and Education

learning through Talk

Perspectives of literacy

Education: you have experienced it; now find out  

how it makes a difference in people’s lives.  

Contexts of Education, and Skills for 

Studying Education.

Stages Two and Three (Year 2 and 3) 

The work for stages two and three, upon 

which the final classification is based, is 

made up of core and optional modules. 

You will continue your progression of 

Foundational Knowledge and Research 

Skills and you are able to select 

intermediate and advanced level modules 

in areas of specific interest to you. In 

stage three, you complete an empirical 

dissertation based on personal research 

with tutorial support.

Placement study
You can choose to undertake a placement 

study in the Autumn term of stage two 

or three. The placement study is an 

opportunity to conduct and report on 

an investigation of an education service 

operating in or near York. Examples 

include the youth and community 

education service, the prison education 

service, the museum education service, 

and education in special schools.

Study abroad 
If you are interested in spending some 

time overseas during your degree at York, 

we have particularly strong links with 

the university education departments 

in Geneva, Switzerland; Berlin, Germany 

and Agder, Norway. In addition, you can 

choose to study in Australia, Asia, or the 

United States. The typical time spent 

studying aboard is one term.

Teaching and learning

The Department is proud of its 

excellence in teaching. It was awarded 

the maximum of 24 out of 24 for the 

teaching quality of its degree programme 

by the Quality Assurance Agency. All 

modules are taught by staff and not by 

graduate teaching assistants.

What is Educational Studies?

Education affects people’s lives in a very 

real sense, as well as being an important 

and fascinating field of study in its own 

right. Why do we have it? Why is it so 

expensive? Why is it in the form it is?  

Why do some children succeed and others 

fail? Ultimately, who does the education 

system serve? Answering these questions 

involves students delving into a wide 

range of disciplines and fields, including 

history, politics, psychology, sociology 

and economics. 

Why study education?

If you are thinking about studying at 

university, you already know how 

important education is. The education 

system is a major and increasingly 

significant part of modern society. 

Education as a subject is all about 

possibilities: if you are interested in how 

the world will cope with environmental 

and social problems, education must be 

part of the answer. It is a subject where 

you can make a difference and the 

degree programme at York is designed 

to allow all students to develop skills to 

become leaders. 

What you study
The programme introduces you to a wide 

range of theoretical perspectives and 

academic disciplines applied to the study 

of education and will encourage you to 

engage in critical reflection on the aims 

and values of education. 

The degree programme falls into 

three stages designed to offer supported 

progression in both knowledge and skills. 

Stage one (Year 1) 

The aim of stage one is to provide you 

with a unifying vision and perspective 

regarding educational studies as a field 

of academic inquiry. All the modules in 

stage one are core and are organised 

around the key themes of the degree 

programme, which are Educational 

Studies, Foundational Knowledge, 

I am really enjoying studying in the Department. Everyone on my course is very friendly including 

all the staff. The best thing about the course is that you are able to choose some of your own 

modules; you are always studying something different on a topic that you want to learn about.

The University as a whole is fantastic, I have made some great friends. I don’t want to leave.

Emily Pilkington, year 2
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Educational Studies
Educational Studies Degree
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Physics
Physics with a Foundation Year
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The degree programme

The Music degree programme is modular, which 

means that each term you choose from a list 

the topic you wish to study in depth (the current 

programme is available on the Department website). 

This flexibility means that each student in the 

Department of Music will develop different areas of 

interest and expertise, and the cross-fertilisation of 

ideas that results is a distinctive feature of musical 

life at York. Alongside these academic projects runs 

a huge range of musical activities – sometimes 

directly linked to undergraduate teaching, sometimes 

exploring unrelated areas – so that at York you learn 

to make connections between different types of 

musical experience.

Performance

We think that performance should lie at the heart of 

this musical experience, so playing or singing often 

forms part of undergraduate teaching and learning. 

Students are encouraged to link project choices 

with instrumental/vocal tuition; some modules are 

assessed as 100% performance, eg the Recital option 

and the Performing project, and many other modules 

for all year-groups have a substantial amount of 

assessed performance – you do not have to ‘opt in’ 

to a performance option for Years 2 and 3. As part 

of their credits, all students are required to join one 

of the Department Ensembles and participate in the 

music-making within the Department.

Composition

York offers an ideal environment for composers,  

with a wide range of composition tuition backed up 

by unrivalled facilities for new music performance. 

The student-run Chimera Ensemble provides a 

regular platform for high-quality performance 

of student compositions, and performance 

opportunities are also provided by the University 

Chamber Orchestra, University Orchestra, University 

Chamber Choir and other visiting professional groups. 

The University’s Concert Series programmes a wide 

selection of contemporary music, including a Spring 

Festival of New Music. Many of our students have 

gone on to become acclaimed composers in the UK 

and overseas.

Musicology and analysis

The historical and analytical study of music of 

differing periods and genres is a central part of the 

degree programme at York. Rather than providing 

a chronological survey, however, students are 

encouraged to choose to explore specific periods 

or composers through musicological and analytical 

study. A project such as ‘Monteverdi’, ‘Beethoven’, 

or ‘Stravinsky’ will address the work of the composer 

through a combination of historical study and 

musical analysis, often supported by performance 

in some form; other projects might explore different 

genres or range across historical periods. Many 

students make their ‘solo project’ – a substantial 

submission made in the final year – a musicological 

or analytical dissertation on a topic that particularly 

interests them.

Walmgate Constantine House

What happens in the first year?

The first thing that you are involved in is the Practical 

Project: this is the preparation and performance 

of a large-scale piece of music theatre, a small 

opera, or a multimedia event, where all three years 

work together in an intense five-week period. You 

then undertake a skills-based first year project in 

the Autumn term, followed by choices from the 

main project programme in terms 2 and 3. Running 

alongside this are Foundation Studies, which provide 

tuition in Writing about Music and Aural Perception, 

with the opportunity to take courses in Harmony 

and Counterpoint and Keyboard Harmony if you 

wish. There are also modules in Practical Studies 

(ensemble performance and critical listening) and 

Instrumental Studies, involving lessons on your 

first-study instrument, for which the Department 

provides an allowance. You must complete all 

aspects of this work satisfactorily to progress into 

Year 2, but none of the modules form part of your 

final degree assessment. 

What does a typical week 

consist of?
This is rather hard to say, as Music students 

undertake a wide range of learning, performing, 

and research activities! Some projects are taught 

in four-week blocks, during which you have a 

larger amount of teaching contact time, followed 

by a period of independent learning where, with 

tutorial help, you produce the work needed for 

your assessment; other projects involve weekly 

teaching and tutorial contact time. Producing work 

for assessment could involve traditional processes of 

research and writing, or might include performance 

or managing your own recording project. You 

I think the 2008 Practical Project ‘WorldScape’ illustrated just how diverse and creative 

the Department is – from multimedia, audiovisual and electronic displays to an acoustic 

string quartet, to a percussion/vocal piece to a folk-klezmer-rock group, to an epic 

composition for gamelan and SATB...Need I go on? 

Anna, current student

Contact

THE UNDERGRADUATE ADMINISTRATOR

Department of Music 

University of York 
York, YO10 5DD

Telephone:  +44 (0)1904 432446

Facsimile:  +44 (0)1904 432450

Website:  www.york.ac.uk/music

Email:  music@york.ac.uk
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Course content

Each degree is made up of 360 credits and normally 

120 are taken in each year.

First year
You take programmes in economics, (introduction 

and applied), economic history, statistics and 

mathematical techniques in economics and either 

politics or sociology.

www.york.ac.uk/econo
mics

Why York?

the University

    Ranked ninth in the 2008 Sunday Times 

University Guide; ranked in the top ten for 

research in the 2008 Research Assessment 

Exercise, and ranked in the top 100 of world 

universities by the QS Times Higher Education 

Supplement 

    Attractive campus, landscaped around a lake, 

minutes away from the historic city centre

    The college system means a strong community 

lifestyle

  A strong reputation for student support

   50% of undergraduates live in University 

accommodation, which is guaranteed for all 

single first year and overseas undergraduates 

who apply by the due date

  Rents and other living costs are relatively low.

the city
 One of Europe’s most beautiful cities

  Combines the ancient and new, the historic and 

modern

  With a fabric of international importance and the 

facilities of a modern city but a population of only 

180,000 

  Easy access to all parts of the country including 

major airports.

Economics at York
As one of the biggest departments in the country 

we can offer you a wide variety of option courses. 

Choice is further enhanced by the University’s 

module system. We are committed to teaching and, 

in one of the top rated departments for research, you 

will be taught by some of the best.

Economics can be studied alone, or with economic 

and social history, econometrics, education, finance, 

mathematics, politics or sociology. 

table 1

SECond yEar EConomiCS optionS

(Taught over one term for 10 credits)

 
British Economic Growth

Capital Markets

Commodity Markets

Cost-Benefit Analysis

Dynamic Modelling for Economists

Economics of Population

Financial Economics and Financial Management

Introduction to Accountancy

Mathematics for Economists

The Welfare State

Introduction to Experimental Economics

Development Economics

British Economic Growth

Research Methods in Economic History

European Growth and Development

Origins of the British Industrial Revolution

The Welfare State

Making Poverty History?

Britain’s Prime and Decline: Themes in British 

Economic Growth and Performance 1870-1939 

 
All programmes are subject to availability

table 2

third yEar EConomiCS optionS

(Taught over two terms for 20 credits)

 
Business Finance

Economics of Social Policy

Labour Economics

Mathematical Economics

Industrial Economics

International Economics

Monetary Economics

Alternative Perspectives in Economics

Applied Econometrics

International Economic Growth and Development 

Economic History Project

Business in Britain since 1900

Structure and Regulation of Financial Markets

Financial Econometrics

Introduction to Time Series

Economics Project

Health Economics

 
All programmes are subject to availability

www.york.ac.uk/econo
mics

For joint degree students with finance, economic 

history or education the first year is as above. Others 

normally take both economics courses and 90 

credits in the joint subject.

Second year
You can take programmes in microeconomics, 

macroeconomics, econometrics and mathematical 

techniques in economics.

You then choose five economics options from 

the extensive list (Table 1 on previous page) and 60 

credits from the other subject.

third year
You can take microeconomics, macroeconomics and 

applied economics. You then choose three economic 

options (Table 2 on previous page).

Joint degree students normally take applied 

economics, one economics option (Table 2) and 80 

credits from the other subject.

What’s special about studying 

Economics at York?
The Department of Economics is one of the largest 

and most active in the UK and is recognised as a 

centre of excellence in several fields of economics. 

In the most recent Teaching Quality Assessment the 

Department achieved a maximum score of 24/24. 

In the 2008 Research Assessment Exercise, York is 

ranked eighth for Economics in research power. In 

past RAE exercises the Department has performed 

consistently in the top ten (5A in 2001, 1996 and 

1992). As a result, the Department can offer an 

unusually large number of high quality module 

options taught by leading experts. The Department 

is also very proud of its ‘small groups tutorial’ policy 

which encourages students to participate actively in 

the tutorials. Furthermore, we have strong links with 

Politics, Philosophy and Mathematics at York.

Economics at York strikes the right balance between choice and providing a rounded understanding 

of Economics. Its core modules cover all the general aspects of the field, introducing different 

perspectives and approaches and the specialist modules give an opportunity to consider areas of 

particular interest in more detail. 

James, third year student

Coming from a foreign country, and not being a native speaker, it was not easy at first. However I 

greatly benefited from the supervision system which allows students to have regular contact with a 

member of the academic staff. As a newcomer, it was absolutely crucial to feel both the intellectual 

guidance and the moral and practical support of a senior.

Carlo, ex-phd student (now a postdoctoral teaching Fellow in the department)

    Student loans are available to help pay for basic 

living costs and there are various bursaries, grants 

and scholarships available to eligible students. 

    Many students supplement their income with 

part-time jobs which the University of York  

Careers Service can help students to find. 

    The University of York will give bursaries to 

full-time UK students on the basis of household 

income. 

  For further details and information see  

www.york.ac.uk/studentmoney.

Optional extras to your degree 

programme 
Examples of optional extras include: 

Studying abroad  

There are a number of ways to study abroad at the 

University of York. The University has schemes to 

study at different universities in North America, Asia, 

Australia and several European countries. 

The York Award  

The University offers the opportunity for students to 

take various non-academic courses to aid personal 

development, such as communication skills, 

financial literacy and time management. For further 

information see www.york.ac.uk/careers.

Learning a foreign language  

The Languages For All programme offers the 

opportunity to take a course in a foreign language 

in addition to your main area of study. There are a 

variety of languages available to study at various 

levels. For further information see 

www.york. ac.uk/inst/ltc/lfa.

Subjects at York

Archaeology 
Biochemistry 
Biology 
Chemistry 
Computer Science and Engineering

Economics and Related Studies

Educational Studies 

Electronics 
English and Related Literature

Environment 
History 
History of Art 
Language and Linguistic Science 

Law 
Management 
Mathematics 
Medicine (via the Hull York Medical School) 

Music 
Nursing, Midwifery and Healthcare

Philosophy 
Physics 
Politics 
Politics, Economics and Philosophy  

Psychology 
Social Policy and Social Work

Social and Political Sciences

Sociology 
Theatre, Film and Television 

Many of the general subject areas include 

different degree programmes: in Biology, 

for instance, it is possible to study Ecology, 

Conservation and Environment, or Genetics.

It is also possible to study some subjects in 

combination with another. For example, you  

can study Maths and Physics, or Economics  

and Sociology.

Colleges 
When you come to York, you will become a member 

of one of the seven undergraduate Colleges. The 

Colleges provide a setting where it is easy to meet 

people and make friends, enabling you to settle 

quickly into your life at university. Living, learning 

and social life all happen within the Colleges as 

most of them include residential accommodation, 

academic departments, computer suites, as well as 

a venue for social events. 

Accommodation 
The University of York accommodates about half 

of its undergraduates, which means that all new 

single undergraduates are guaranteed a place in a 

University residence for their first year. 

Some students may be able to live in University 

accommodation for two years, and rented 

accommodation close to campus is easy to find and 

reasonably priced. In addition, the Accommodation 

Office and YUSU offer students guidance and 

support in finding accommodation after their first 

year of study. 

The University of York has developed 

considerably since it was established in 1963. 

There are currently nearly 12,000 students, 

with 8,700 of them following undergraduate degree 

programmes in the arts, sciences and social sciences. 

The main campus at Heslington, a short walk 

from York city centre, is situated around a large lake. 

The campus is generally traffic-free, so it is easy and 

quick to move around. There are fast and frequent 

bus services to and from the city and an effective 

network of cycle paths. 

A major expansion of the Heslington campus is 

underway. Phase One includes Goodricke College  

and new buildings for the Departments of  

Computer Science and Theatre, Film and Television, 

and the York Law and Management Schools. 

A smaller campus, King’s Manor, is located in the 

city centre. It houses the Department of Archaeology 

and some staff in the Departments of English, History 

and History of Art. 

The University of York combines the advantages 

of a university that is large enough to provide a 

lively social and cultural environment, with the 

welcoming and friendly atmosphere found in a 

smaller community. York has earned an international 

reputation for teaching and research to become one 

of the UK’s most popular and successful universities.

Student life on campus  

   Situated about a mile and a half from the city 

centre, the campus is largely self-contained with 

two mini-supermarkets, a bookshop, cashpoints, 

a nursery, a health centre, a film theatre, concert 

halls and the Students’ Union (YUSU) café bar and 

shop all on site. 

    Many students are actively involved in their 

College’s activities, whether sporting, political  

or social. Together with the Students’ Union  

and the University as a whole, your College will help 

to organise tours and orientation talks for  

new students.

    The Students’ Union currently runs a diverse range 

of around 150 clubs and societies. Student media, 

drama and music activities are particularly well 

catered for. 

    There is a student-run radio and television 

station as well as two nationally recognised student 

newspapers.

    There is a network of support services designed 

to give you easy access to help and advice on  

many topics.

“The beauty of the University lies in the opportunities it grants you. York offers over  

100 societies and over 50 sports clubs, college committees, extensive careers advice, the 

York Award scheme, and Millennium volunteers. I have become involved in my College 

Junior Common Room Committee, rising to become Chair. Extra-curricular activities 

enable the best of every character to shine through – taking part can add skills and 

experiences which can greatly enhance your CV and your employability”  Alex

Sports facilities 
There are some 40 acres of playing fields on site,  

catering for football, rugby, hockey and cricket. 

There is a floodlit JLD astro-pitch for hockey and 

five-a-side football, surrounded by a running track. 

There are six porous tennis courts, three of which 

are floodlit and also used for netball. The Sports 

Centre includes four sports halls, four squash 

courts, a dance studio and a large fitness suite. 

There is also a golf course adjacent to the 

University to which the Student Golf Club has 

access. The Rowing Club has a boathouse about  

a mile and a half from campus on the River Ouse. 

There are also various inter-collegiate sports 

competitions for College members of all ages  

and abilities.

The cost of living 
Having to pay tuition fees, accommodation and other 

living costs may make going to university sound an 

expensive venture, but financial help is at hand. 

    UK/EU students can access a loan to pay their 

tuition fees and there are no tuition fees for 

nursing courses. 

In profile

LAurA

“The College system at York is a real plus. It means that 

as soon as you get here you have an instant home. The 

Colleges are a centre for socialising, sports (anything from 

octopush to darts) and facilities (laundry, computers and 

so on). You are not just restricted to your College though. 

Recently, I was in the University pantomime, which was 

great fun! I am also part of a campaigning society and 

I attend a French course. When you put everything on 

campus together with the pubs, clubs and shops in town, 

it makes for a great student life!”

In profile

Anne-mArIe

“Coming to university means you really have to get your 

head around finances, even the non-Maths students! 

Living away from home really teaches you the value of 

money! Budgeting is a key skill and it’s nice to know that 

there are people out there to help if things get difficult. The 

University offers various bursaries and Access to Learning 

Funds if you need them, and you can get someone to 

advise you on financial issues. Try not to fret too much 

about money and enjoy your time at university.”

In profile

dAn

“The best thing about my course is the flexibility afforded 

to each student. Every term, students choose what 

module they wish to study from a wide range of topics. 

The Library is an excellent resource for reading materials 

and up-to-date journals, and another good aspect of the 

course is the opportunity to gain great advice and tutelage 

from academics who are experts in their field of research.”

www.york.ac.uk
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Economics and Related Studies 
Undergraduate degree programme

Why study Economics?

Economics studies the production, distribution and consumption 

of goods and services. Modern economics is a demanding and 

stimulating discipline that informs the choices of individuals, public 

and private organisations and governments. Moreover, it provides  

a rigorous tool to address almost all important issues which affect 

our daily life – employment, income, prices, housing, health, 

education, poverty, the environment and pollution, investment, 

growth, international trade and finance, etc. There are very few 

aspects of our lives that cannot be analysed from an economic 

perspective, evaluating and comparing the costs and benefits 

of alternative courses of action. The numerical, analytical and 

descriptive skills learnt through studying the subject are in high 

demand by employers.

Some examples of 
questions you might be 

asked to answer are:

What will happen to 

inflation, investment and 

employment if interest 

rates rise?

Do taxes on alcohol and 

tobacco exert a large 

deterrent effect?

What should be the scope 

and form of government 

intervention in the 

provision of services such 

as Health and Education?

After your degree
Career prospects for graduates of the Department 

of Economics and Related Studies are good. The 

analytical, empirical and interpretative skills are 

highly valuable in many careers.

Some examples of the career destinations of 

some of the Department’s recent graduates are:

 Accountancy

 Banking
 Business
 Finance
 Law
 Media
 Personnel
 Social Work

 Teaching
 Further study

How we select and entry 

requirements
The majority of offers are made on the evidence 

presented in the UCAS form. If, however, your 

background and record are unusual, or cannot be 

adequately represented in the UCAS form, then you 

will be contacted.

When you receive an offer you will be invited 

for a half-day group Visit Day where you can see 

the University, meet staff and have a chance to 

talk to some current students.

The typical levels of attainment we expect 

candidates to achieve are listed in the University 

prospectus on the title page of our Department’s 

entry. Remember these are typical requirements 

and we may vary them at our discretion.

No particular GCSE or A level subjects are 

required. However, it is unusual for an applicant 

Contact 

admiSSionS and Uk/EU StUdEnt rECrUitmEnt

telephone: +44 (0)1904 433196 

Email: admissions-liaison@york.ac.uk  

Website: www.york.ac.uk

without GCSE Mathematics (Grade A) to be 

admitted.
We do not discriminate between General 

Studies and other A levels. However it is worth 

noting that we will only accept either A level 

Economics or Business Studies from candidates 

who are taking both.

Gap year
Many students benefit from a year away from 

academic study between school and university. We 

therefore welcome applications from those wishing 

to defer entry.

Further information about the 

Department
For further information about the Department of 

Economics and its courses, visit  

www.york.ac.uk/economics.

If you have a specific enquiry, the Admissions 

Administrator will be happy to answer any 

questions: email econ-ug-admissions@york.ac.uk. 

Further information about the 

University of York
York currently has around 12,000 students 

following degree courses in the arts, sciences and 

social sciences.
The main campus at Heslington, a short walk 

from the city centre, is situated around a large lake 

in 200 acres of landscaped parkland.

The campus is generally traffic-free, so it is 

easy and quick to move around. There are fast and 

frequent bus services to and from the city and an 

effective network of cycle paths.

The overall strength of the University and its 

track record in research, and the attractions of the 

City of York, together offer a strong incentive to 

choose York – one of Britain’s most successful and 

popular universities.

If you would like to find out more about the 

University, opportunities to visit or admissions, 

please contact the Admission and UK/EU Student 

Recruitment at: admission-liaison@york.ac.uk or 

telephone 01904 433533.

I think it is the consistently vocal relationship between the Department and the students which is 

its greatest strength. Thanks to the willingness of the staff in Economics I have always felt that my 

opinion has been taken into consideration, no matter how trivial!

alice, first year student 

London

York

Birmingham

Manchester
Leeds

Edinburgh

Glasgow

Belfast

Dublin

www.york.ac.uk

If you want to apply to the 

University of York 
All applications to first degree programmes must 

be made through the Universities and Colleges 

Admissions Service (UCAS). 

In each subject section of our undergraduate 

prospectus you will find the department’s selection 

policy and its entry requirements. Details of typical 

offers for some standard qualifications are given 

on the title page of each section. Please note: these 

are intended as a broad guide only and may change 

after the publication of the prospectus. 

Once received at York, the applications are 

passed to selectors for the relevant department. 

At this point you may be made an offer or invited 

to attend a departmental Visit Day or an interview. 

This depends entirely on the department’s individual 

admissions policy. 

The University accepts a wide range of 

qualifications as satisfying its general entrance 

requirements. 
We hope that this has answered any questions 

that you may have had, but if you need any further 

information, please check the University website or 

contact Admissions and Student Recruitment.

Mature students 
The University welcomes applications from mature 

candidates. In recent years about 13 per cent of new 

students have been mature students and in some 

departments the proportion is much higher. Mature 

students come to us from a variety of backgrounds 

and with qualifications ranging from conventional 

A levels to Access and Foundation courses. 

Visiting the University 

A visit to the University – if you are undecided about 

where to apply – may help you to make up your mind. 

The University holds two pre-application Open 

Days every year for undergraduates. An Open Day 

offers potential applicants the opportunity to find out 

all sorts of useful information about the University. 

There are talks on many topics such as student 

life, accommodation, finance and the application 

process. There are opportunities to view student 

accommodation at York, and you can explore the 

campus by yourself. 

If you decide to apply to York and are made an 

offer, you will be invited to visit the University on a 

departmental Visit Day. 

For information about visiting the University, you 

can look on the University of York web page 

www.york.ac.uk/admissions/openday.

Email us at admissions-liaison@york.ac.uk

or telephone us on 01904 433539. 

The city of York 
The beautiful city of York has been an important 

cultural, political and religious trading centre since 

Roman times. 
There are traces of York through the ages at every 

turn. You can walk around the ancient city walls, or 

discover what life was like in Viking York, by visiting 

the world-famous Jorvik Centre. You can even 

marvel at the over-hanging medieval houses in the 

Shambles. For many, the most breathtaking sight in 

York is the Minster. The largest Gothic cathedral in 

northern Europe, York Minster majestically dominates 

the York skyline. 
York has something for everyone. Whatever your 

interests, there are plenty of opportunities to enjoy 

drama, dance, music, opera and comedy. If you 

prefer, there are cinemas, clubs and a huge range of 

pubs, bars, cafés and restaurants. As well as having 

professional football and rugby clubs, York is very well 

served for sports facilities. 

Just outside York lies some of Britain’s most 

impressive countryside with a great many places of 

natural beauty and historic interest. 

Positioned midway between London and 

Edinburgh, York is easily accessible. By train, London 

and Manchester are only two hours away and 

Edinburgh two and a half hours away. Major roads, 

including the A1, M1 and M62 motorways all have 

junctions near to York. By air, York can be reached 

from Leeds/Bradford, Newcastle and Manchester 

airports, and by sea there are terminals for mainland 

Europe at nearby Hull and Newcastle. 

In profile

JImenA

“Coming to York has been a fantastic experience. When 

I first arrived people were so friendly that it wasn’t 

long until I began to feel at home (my home country 

is Nicaragua, in Latin America). The city itself has a 

magical touch, combining history with entertainment, 

without leaving behind the beautiful landscape. It has 

been lovely to be able to experience British culture and 

I have felt so welcome. I can honestly say it has been 

the best time of my life so far, as I have made friends 

that I will keep forever.” 
For further information

AdmISSIOnS And STudenT reCruITmenT

The University of York

Heslington
York YO10 5DD

Website: www.york.ac.uk

Email: admissions@york.ac.uk

Tel: 01904 433539

To order a 2011 prospectus 

Tel: 01904 433527

Admissions and Student Recruitment March 2010
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Accommodation for 
Undergraduate Students

First year promise
All new single undergraduates will be offered a place in University-

owned or managed accommodation in their first year provided they 

apply by the due date advertised on the Accommodation Office 

website for their year of entry.

Variety and location
Accommodation is available in a variety of types, layouts, 

specifications and prices.  Locations also vary but are within walking 

distance of your department. The campus is a short bus journey from 

the historic city of York.

Pricing and catering
Prices are competitive compared to many other Universities 

and you can choose a room at a higher or lower rent level.  All 

accommodation provides access to self-catering facilities but you 

can also purchase a meal card or pay cash to eat in one of the many 

different dining areas on campus.

At the University of York, 

we offer:

A promise of 
accommodation for new 

first year students

A great variety of types of 

accommodation, within 

easy walking distance of 

your department

Competitive pricing 

and flexible catering 

arrangements

College membership, giving 

pastoral support and a 

strong sense of community

www.york.ac.uk/politic
s
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Music
Undergraduate Degree Programmes

Studying Music at York

The University of York is one of the liveliest centres of musical 

education and research in Britain. During the academic year 

(October to June) the Department of Music is home to more 

than 200 music students and a large staff of professional musicians 

and scholars, all engaged in the study, creation and performance of 

music. The range of music supported here is very wide: all kinds and 

types of music can be found in our courses and concert programmes. 

There are certain areas of musical study for which York is particularly 

well known internationally, such as: Composition, Early Music, 

Ensemble Singing, Gamelan, Music Theatre, Contemporary Music, 

Music and Gender, Music in the Community, and Electro-acoustic 

and Computer Music. A high standard of instrumental and vocal 

performance, combined with excellent facilities and specialised 

equipment, supports a stimulating professional environment. We 

believe that it is essential wherever possible to perform the music we 

study, and to study the music we perform.

Did you know?

The degree programme 

in Music is modular: you 

choose the areas you want 

to study.

Many modules can 

involve performance or 

composition; again, you 

choose the overall balance 

that suits you.

There are nearly a dozen 

departmental ensembles 

– and many more run by 

students.

Departmental leaflets

Brochures

Posters & leaflets
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The Department is in an exciting 
period of growth. The academic 
staff has doubled with 17 new 

appointments being made during the 
last six years, to strengthen existing 
research activities and enable us to 
move into emerging new areas. This is 
supported by £5 million of investment 
by the University in partnership with 
the Regional Development Agency and 
JEOL, the international leading company 
in electron microscope manufacture, 
to create the York-JEOL Centre for 
Nanofabrication and Analysis. Reflecting 
this, our research student numbers have 
also doubled, providing an exciting and 
active environment for new postgraduate 
students to join.

Members of staff have proposed the 
research projects listed in this publication 
for graduate students entering in (or 
shortly before) the academic year 
beginning October 2010. If you wish to 
learn more about a particular project, 
our supervisors will be happy to answer 
specific questions by email or telephone 
(see pages 31–32). Applicants wishing 
to propose alternative projects should 
consult the list of research interests and 
contact the most appropriate supervisor.

In addition to the graduate research 
programmes leading to the MSc (by 
research) and PhD, the Department offers 
a new taught MSc in Fusion Energy and 
a Graduate Diploma in Physics. Brief 
summaries are as follows:

PhD or MSc (by Research)
The Department offers two research 
degrees. 

The PhD is a three-year programme 
leading to a doctorate. A student will be 
working on their own research project, 
working closely with their academic 
supervisor and with the support of other 
postgraduate students, postdoctoral 
researchers and staff in their research 
group. Students will take a small number 
of taught courses in their first two years, 
which are relevant to their research 
activity. In addition, students undertake 
ongoing skills development activities 
throughout the period of their degree.

The MSc by Research is a rather 
unusual one-year programme which 
leads to a postgraduate degree. Unlike 
a taught course MSc (see MSc in Fusion 
Energy below), students on the MSc 
(by Research) degree work full time on 
their own research project, backed up 

Thank you for your interest in a postgraduate study in 
Physics at York. We are an active, friendly department in 
one of Britain’s highest-rated universities for research and 
teaching. Our teaching was recently awarded 24 marks out 
of 24 by the Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education. 
In the 2008 National Student Survey, York was ranked first 
out of all 24 physics departments in both the “Academic 
Support” and “Personal Development” categories. We 
also received the fifth highest score recorded for “Overall 
Satisfaction”. The UK’s 2008 Research Assessment Exercise 
(RAE) has recognised the Department’s strength across 
its research groups, with 55% of its submission judged by 
an independent panel to be of internationally excellent or 
internationally leading quality. TheDepartment’s success 
has contributed to the University of York’s tremendous 
performance in the RAE, in which the University was ranked 
eighth out of 159 higher education institutions. Our graduate 
programme is lively and expanding, and we hope that you 
will complete our online application form and, if possible, 
come to visit us.

Physics at York

by a small number of taught courses 
and participation in skills development 
activities. In many ways the experience 
is akin to the first year of the PhD 
programme, and indeed students can 
(subject to satisfactory progress and 
funding arrangements) transfer to a PhD 
at the end of the MSc programme, in 
which case they only need complete a 
further two years for the PhD degree. The 
MSc (by Research) degree programme 
may be of interest to you if you are 
unsure whether you want to make the 
three year commitment initially, or if 
you have not achieved the first degree 
required to attract a Research Council 
studentship. The MSc can be used as a 
step on the path to a PhD or, following 
a three year BSc, can help you achieve 
an undergraduate and a postgraduate 
qualification in four years.

Additional projects for the PhD and MSc 
(by Research) may become available in 
the coming months. For details please see 
our website (www.york.ac.uk/physics).

The Department offers two 
graduate taught courses

MSc in Fusion Energy 
This taught MSc has been launched 
in October 2009 in response to an 
international need to train physicists 
for the recent growth in fusion energy 
research activity. This MSc course 
provides a firm foundation to fusion 
physics and gives introductions to some 
of the more advanced topics. It is an 
individual course to prepare students 
for a PhD in fusion energy: it will also 
equip students who decide not to pursue 
fusion further with a range of important 
generic skills applicable to many sectors 
of employment. The Fusion Energy MSc 
includes lectures, laboratory classes and 
a major research project which will be 
carried out over the summer months and 
assessed by dissertation. For more details 
please see www.york.ac.uk/physics/
postgraduate/fusionmsc

Graduate Diploma in Physics
This is a nine-month course of study 
designed to provide those applicants 
whose qualifications are considered 

not sufficient for direct entry into the 
research degrees with the essential 
physics background. The course consists 
of a selection of H and M level modules 
plus a physics project. Following 
examinations on the course material, 
candidates may be awarded a graduate 
diploma in physics with a pass mark of 
34.5% and may gain a distinction if their 
examination results are at or above the 
70% threshold. A minimum of 60% is 
required to proceed to the MSc and PhD. 
For more details see www.york.ac.uk/
physics/postgraduate/courses. You may 
also request a leaflet to be sent to you.

Please don’t hesitate to contact me for 
further information.

Additional courses 
The Department provides a substantial 
range of lecture courses to support the 
training and research of PhD and MSc 
students. Titles offered include Advanced 
Plasma Physics, Advanced Solid State 
Physics, Magnetic Confinement Fusion, 
Quantum Field Theory, Plasma Physics 
for Fusion, Astrophysical Plasmas, Fluid 
Dynamics, Magnetism and Magnetic 
Materials, Nuclear Techniques, Nuclear 
Structure, Reactions and Models, 

Nuclear Physics II, Physical Optics II, 
Quantum Mechanics III, High Performance 
Computing, Electron Microscopy, 
Quantum Mechanics IV, EM Theory, 
Nuclear Astrophysics. The list includes 
both graduate courses and specialised 
courses from the fourth year of our 
MPhys degree. PhD students normally 
take at least two courses in their first two 
years, and MSc students, in consultation 
with their supervisor, may take up to four 
courses, in parallel with their research 
project. All courses in the University are 
organised on a consistent modular basis, 
and appropriate courses may be chosen 
from other departments. 

Our next list of projects for entry in 
the year beginning October 2011 will be 
available in December 2010. If you wish to 
receive a copy by post, please let me know.

Professor Mohamed Babiker
Graduate Admissions Tutor 
phys-grad-admin@york.ac.uk

Graduate opportunities 
 2010/11

Whilst computers are now commonplace, there are 

still significant challenges at the heart of computer 

science, including novel forms of computation, 

and the development and assurance of large-scale 

systems. The study of Computer Science involves you 

in the very infrastructure of the modern world – from 

desktop computers and programming to interactive 

technologies, aerospace, healthcare and beyond.

Here in the Department of Computer Science at York, 

we have developed a range of taught and research 

postgraduate degrees that build upon the excellent 

research done within the Department, and which 

address the challenges faced by industry and academia 

to equip you for a career within the discipline. Our 

research is very broad – including artificial intelligence 

to aerospace, computer vision, the interaction of 

humans with computers.

Many of the challenges facing Computer Science are 

interdisciplinary, and in the interaction of computing 

Postgraduate study in Computer Science  

at the University of York
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www.cs.york.ac.uk/postgraduate

We have a very high calibre of academic staff, 

with the majority judged to be world-leading or 

internationally excellent, according to the 2008 

Research Assessment Exercise (RAE). Our teaching is 

driven by our research, to ensure that what we teach 

is current and progressive – an important component 

of our ‘excellent’ rating, given to us by the Higher 

Education Funding Council for England (HEFCE). 

We couple this high quality teaching with the 

practical research and training needs of industry 

and commerce at a level internationally regarded as 

world-class, and work with industry to ensure that 

our courses remain relevant and up-to-date in such a 

dynamic and rapidly changing field.

We offer a warm and friendly environment that 

supports and develops research and learning. We 

maintain a low staff: student ratio, run small tutorial and 

practical sessions and emphasise small group teaching 

so that you get the most out of your time here.

Studying at York

There are currently around 2,500 graduate students 

at York, who make up approximately 23% of the total 

student population. This includes over 700 part-time 

students and over 600 students from overseas. 

York is one of the few universities to offer a collegiate 

system, with students benefitting from the close 

community feel that brings. Personal supervision in 

the Department combined with the support from your 

college and the University provides you with the best 

opportunity to achieve your potential. 

York also boasts impressive technological, archival, 

computing and library resources, and these are 

constantly being updated.

All registered graduate students are automatically 

members of the Graduate Students’ Association, 

with other technologies. In recognition of this, we offer 

unique interdisciplinary programmes, including links 

with Biology, Chemistry and Sociology. 

About the Department of Computer Science  

at York

The University of York has established a national and 

international reputation for the quality of its teaching 

and research, and is consistently ranked amongst the 

top universities in the UK. Being a student at York is 

a special experience – the academic quality, campus 

community, supportive staff and the beautiful, well-

connected city make it a popular choice with students.

We are one of the leading departments of Computer 

Science in the UK, being ranked in the top ten for 

the quality of our teaching and research. We are 

internationally recognised for our world class research, 

which is setting the agenda for some of the big 

challenges in Computer Science. which provides academic and non-academic welfare 

support, advice and information on all aspects of 

postgraduate study, as well as organising a year-

round calendar of social events.

In addition to the support and welfare services, 

the University provides a range of facilities, both 

academic and non-academic, to support its 

students. These include a careers service, varied 

sports facilities and a nursery and health centre 

on campus. York is a pioneer in innovative extra-

curricular activities for students, and has over 90 

campus clubs and societies.

International students

All new single international students are guaranteed 

University accommodation for at least the first 

year of their course. The University has a dedicated 

International Student Support Coordinator, who 

coordinates cross-campus services for international 

students. The University also offers free English 

language support for all international students in their 

first year.

There is also the Overseas Students’ Association 

at York, which is a student run body that provides 

information, guidance and support for overseas 

students. 

The Department is also expanding. From October 

2010, we will be housed in a brand-new, purpose-

built, state-of-the-art building on the University 

campus extension at Heslington East. This will 

allow us to further develop and update our 

facilities, to ensure that we provide the very best 

for our students and will cement our reputation as 

a leading Computer Science department.
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Admissions enquiries
All enquiries about our postgraduate programmes, your application  or the application process should be made to:

Research degree programmes

Filo Ottoway
Research AdministratorTelephone: +44 (0)1904 432721Fax: +44 (0)1904 432767Email: grad-administrator@cs.york.ac.uk 

Full-time postgraduate taught degree programmes
Keith MaynardFull-Time Taught Postgraduate AdministratorTelephone: +44 (0)1904 432712Fax: +44 (0)1904 432767Email: postgraduate@cs.york.ac.uk 

Part-time postgraduate taught degree programmes  (Gas Turbine Control and Safety Critical Systems Engineering) 
Alex KingPart-Time Taught Postgraduate AdministratorTelephone: +44 (0)1904 434727Fax: +44 (0)1904 432767Email: postgraduate@cs.york.ac.uk

Engineering Doctorate in Large Scale Complex IT Systems
Dawn FordEngD Centre AdministratorTelephone: +44 (0)1904 432744Fax: +44 (0)1904 432767Email: EngDadmin@cs.york.ac.uk

www.cs.york.ac.uk/postgraduate 

An artist’s impression of the new campus at Heslington East, including the new Computer Science building, which will further improve our excellent facilities for all our students.

Goodricke College
www.york.ac.uk/accom/admin/colleges/goodricke/   Do you have a pioneering spirit? 

   Do you want to live in beautiful accommodation with other honest, hardworking, 
fun loving students, many of whom are very good at sports? Then this may be the College for you! Goodricke is well known for its wonderful spirit, 

now it is also going to be known for its fantastic accommodation!This year Goodricke is moving to brand new, purpose built accommodation on our 
Heslington East site. It consists of three buildings around a central courtyard with the 
College Nucleus in the centre with two spacious common rooms. Goodricke College is a 15-minute walk from the main campus and will continue to be 
the same vibrant, caring community we are now, only in much improved buildings!Facilities table

Goodricke colleGe
Rooms for 
undergraduates

Yes

Rooms for 
postgraduates 

Yes

Total number of study bedrooms
600

Type of rooms Ensuite – room has own shower area, toilet and washbasin.Standard – rooms contains own washbasin. Shower/bath facilities  
are shared with others.

Type of contract 38-week lets – Between terms, students occupy rooms during the  
Christmas and Easter vacations and rent is paid accordingly.51-week lets – Predominantly for postgraduate and nursing studies students.

“Goodricke College is a great place to live during University. It’s famous for being a vibrant, fun and full of spirit. The way in which the new accommodation has been designed will increase this great community feel and is a very exciting time for the college. I am and will always be proud of being in Goodricke.”
Accommodation office contact detailsWeb: www.york.ac.uk/admin/accom   email: accommodation@york.ac.uk

Telephone: ++ 44 (0)1904 432165   Fax: ++ 44 (0)1904 434030
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Accommodation Office
Alcuin A and B Block

Alcuin C Block 
Alcuin East Wing

ARRC (Alcuin Research Resource Centre)
Archaeology

Athletic Union
Berrick Saul Building

Biocentre
Biology

Borthwick Institute for Archives
Campus Copy & Print

Campus Services
Careers Service

Cash and Fees Office
Chaplains
Chemistry

Commercial Services
Communications Office

Computer Science
Computing Service
Conference Office

Counselling Service for Students
Development and Alumni Relations Office

Disability Services
Dyslexia Action

Economics and Related Studies
Educational Studies

Electronics
English and Related Literature

English Language Teaching, Centre for (CELT)
Enterprise and Innovation Office

Environment Department
Equal Opportunities Office

Franklin House
Graduate Schools Office

Graduate Students’ Association
Grimston House

Harald Fairhair Building
Health Economics, Centre for

Health Sciences
Helix House

Henry Wellcome Building
History of Art

History
Home Farm

Housing Policy, Centre for
Human Resources

Information Centre
Innovation Centre

Institute for Research in the Social Sciences
International Office

IT Centre
Language and Linguistic Science

Language Teaching, Centre for
Law School
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E A S T

H E S L I N G T O N  
W E S T

Are you considering your options for further study once you have graduated? 
Come along to find out more.

Morning: general 
talks in Central 
Hall from 10.00am to 12pm

Afternoon: the opportunity to talk to academics about postgraduate courses.

Wednesday 2nd December 2009 10.00am onwards

POSTGRADUATE OPEN DAY

For more information and to book a place:   www.york.ac.uk/graduatestudy/openday/

Arrangements for the start  of the Spring Term
Academic Year 2008/09Arrival dates  
Term dates  
College arrangementsEnrolling 
Your University Card

Health Sciences

Colleges
All full-time students will be a allocated to a college. Further information about the college system and individual colleges is available at www.york.ac.uk/univ/colleges.univ/colleges.

Sport
The University Sports Centre, through its range of indoor and outdoor facilities, and the Student Athletic Union through College Sport and its extensive range of clubs, combine to offer students a huge number of opportunities to try various sports/activities at a wide range of levels. For detailed information go to  www.york.ac.uk/univ/sports  and www.yusu.org/au.

Department of Health Sciences Student ServicesThe Department of Health Sciences is a large department in comparison with others within the University of York. For all enquiries please 

report in the first instance to the Student Services Information Desk. You will find Student Services located with Student Records and Bursaries on the ground floor of the Seebohm Rowntree Building between reception and the Clinical Simulation Unit. You will visit Student Services automatically as part of your departmental induction and orientation.The Student Services function acts as a one-stop shop and supports Health Sciences students during their time at University.

Opening hours
Mon, Tues, Wed and Thurs 8.30am – 4.30pmFriday   9.00am – 4.30pm          Telephone: (01904) 321321

Contact in case of difficultyYour departmental office in the first instance, or your supervisor, or the Undergraduate Office.
Health Sciences
Email: dohs-student-services@lists.york.ac.ukTel: 01904 321321

This information is also available online at www.york.ac.uk/newstudent

Enrolment query Student Administrative Services Vanbrugh Walkway
Opening times:  Monday – Friday, 9.00am – 5.00pm

Email: ugradoffice@york.ac.uk Tel: +44 (0)1904 432136

Postgraduate Programmes

The Department of Computer Science

The Department of Computer ScienceUniversity of York
Heslington

York 
YO10 5DD

Tel +44 (0)1904 432722www.cs.york.ac.uk/postgraduate

www.cs.york.ac.uk/postgraduate

www.cs.york.ac.uk/postgraduate
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www.york.ac.uk/physic
s/postgraduate
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This one-year intensive programme is delivered by 
staff from the Departments of Biology, Chemistry 
and Computer Science, to provide interdisciplinary 
research-led training in data analysis, informatics and 
biosystem simulation. 

About the programme

The Masters of Research (MRes) in Computational 
Biology trains graduates to meet the computational 
research demands of modern interdisciplinary 
bioscience in universities, research institutes and 
industry. 

The programme develops computational scientists with:

  data analysis and computer programming skills
  knowledge of the principles of bioinformatics and 

the simulation of biosystems
  interdisciplinary research training through group 

and individual projects, as well as an external 
placement in industry, research institute or 
university

  enhanced career prospects through an established 
and internationally regarded training programme

The programme develops the core skills to support 
long-term research careers in computational and 
quantitative areas of modern interdisciplinary 
integrative bioscience. 

Programme structure

The programme consists of modules (including 
lectures, workshops and projects) that are carefully 

Computers are now ubiquitous with devices and 
systems being controlled by software. Building 
robust and reliable software systems requires 
deeper knowledge of software design principles and 
programming methodologies.

This is a one-year full-time programme intended for 
those seeking to become experts in the IT industry. The 
programme has been specifically designed for those 
with a degree or experience in IT and who are keen 
to strengthen their knowledge. The course is suitable 
for those seeking employment as expert  programme, 
technical consultants and software engineers.

About the programme

The programme covers a range of topics including 
advanced programming, concurrent programming, 
user-interface design, software engineering, testing 
and management. The course concentrates on the 
following subject areas: 

  Programming: A thorough grounding in advanced 
programming concepts using Java, including 
algorithm design and in-depth understanding of 
real-time concurrent programming.

  Testing: A methodological exposition of methods 
for systematic software performance measuring 
and testing.

  User-Interfaces: Theory and practice of human 
computer interaction (HCI).

  Formal Methods: Practical and theoretical methods 
for verifying and specifying software using Z.

We receive regular advice from our Industrial Advisory 
Board – whose industrial representatives ensure 
the course contains relevant material in such a 
dynamic and rapidly changing industry. Graduates are 
expected to be capable of becoming team leaders or 
skilled developers in the IT industry.

Programme structure

The course is offered as a full-time MSc running for 
12 months from October, and comprises eight taught 
modules as well as a dissertation project.
Each student is a member of a tutorial group, which 

www.cs.york.ac.uk/postgraduate

tailored and delivered by an interdisciplinary team of 
staff across the Departments of Biology, Chemistry 
and Computer Science. 

You will also undertake two research projects, one of 
which is an external placement.

Assessment

Assessment of students’ performance in the course 
modules will take place in a variety of ways: practical 
exercises, reports, closed examinations, open 
assessments and a project dissertation. 

Students are deliberately exposed to a variety 
of assessment methods so that they are not 
disadvantaged by background. Assessments will take 
place at various times during the year. 

Entry requirements

The programme is principally aimed at graduates 
of the biological and molecular sciences, but also 
accepts graduates of computer science, mathematics 
and statistics. 

Studentships

The programme is supported by studentships 
from BBSRC, which are awarded every year on a 
competitive basis to fund tuition and living expenses. 
Further information can be found at www.york.ac.uk/
depts/biol/gsp/prospective/masters/cb/funding.htm

MRes Computational Biology Taught postgraduate programmes

meets regularly with a supervisor to discuss and 
review taught material within the course. 

More information about the programme can be found 
at www.cs.york.ac.uk/postgraduate/taught-courses/
msc-computing/

Assessment

Assessment of performance in the course will take 
place in a variety of ways: practical exercises, reports, 
closed examinations, open assessments and a project 
dissertation. 

Students are deliberately exposed to a variety 
of assessment methods so that they are not 
disadvantaged by background. Assessments will take 
place at various times during the year. 

Entry requirements

You should have an upper second-class degree (or 
international equivalent) in an IT or related degree, and 
already possess good programming skills. However, 
we are willing to consider applications from those who 
do not fit this profile.

You should also meet the following four essential 
criteria:

  Basic knowledge of programming in any 
programming language;

  Basic knowledge of databases including basic 
SQL programming;

  Basic knowledge of logic, set theory, relations, 
and functions;

  Basic knowledge of web design (HTML, CSS, 
PHP/Perl).

MSc in Computing


