Assessment and Feedback Projects funded by the
Learning and Teaching Project Fund
Feedback to students via voice recordings
Tony Ward, Electronics 
Synopsis: The project will investigate the technicalities, practicalities and effectiveness of providing feedback to students on submitted work by voice recordings. It will then establish operational procedures and practices to enable academics to provide feedback to students by dictation and pilot across three modules in the Autumn term using, ideally, three different academics. The effectiveness will be evaluated through a questionnaire and face-to-face meetings with the students.

Multi-access learning environment via integrated traditional and on-line learning
Dr Mark Preston, Mathematics 
Synopsis: To fully integrate traditional, off-line teaching with the latest on-line, mathematical tools to reinforce student learning, expand course content and improve teaching within the Department of Mathematics. On-line tools allow for immediate feedback to both students and lecturers, as well as providing complementary sources of information and electronic “sandboxes” for students to experiment with new
concepts and ideas. This project will prepare the following course materials that enable the dovetailing of traditional and on-line teaching:
● Detailed, interactive, mathematical worksheets
● On-line practical question sheets, incorporating immediate student feedback
● Personalised (via randomisation of question content) coursework assessments
Evaluating student variation in the construction of meaning: towards a new model of aligned learning, assessment and feedback
Dr Robert McMurray, York Management School
Synopsis:The project is an 11 month evaluation of how students learn, and how we as academics can better align our teaching assessment and feedback with that learning. It is required because students are changing. They are changing in terms of their status as paying customers; in terms of their diversity of backgrounds with respect to experiences, cultures and country of origin, and; in terms of their expectations and aspirations. Understanding these changes and there impact on how students learn is key to the development of successful academic programmes. This project promises such understanding.
Development of an assessment-feedback-learning package
Professor Judith Bennett, Dr Ian Davies and Nick McGuinn, Educational Studies 
Synopsis: The project aims to: 1) research perceptions of undergraduate students of Educational Studies of the Assessment-Feedback-Learning cycle in the Education department; 2) research students' preferred communication media; 3) review the Assessment-Feedback-Learning cycle in the department in relation to disseminated best practice; 4) agree on an Assessment for Learning Best Practice Model across the Education department - relating to all formative and summative assessment; 5) design and implement an Assessment-Feedback-Learning Package for the Education department to ensure clear communication of the Model to the students; 6) evaluate the effectiveness of the Assessment-Feedback-Learning Package. 
The project is operating as a University pilot, focusing on outcomes which will be of value across campus. 
Learning old English through the VLE 
Professor Susan Pintzuk and Dr Ann Taylor 
Synopsis: Part of the required first-year History of English module is spent learning old English and comparing its grammar to present day English. While some emphasis is placed on learning and understanding linguistic concepts, the students also learn some old English. In 07/08 we ran a pilot using the VLE with the following aims: 
1) 
increasing the amount of formative assessment and feedback available to the 
students, a problem exacerbated by increasing student numbers; 
2) 
catering more effectively for the ever-widening range of student abilities in a 
large first-year module. 
To achieve these aims, we use interactive exercises and drills, self-administered quizzes and grammar summaries posted on group wikis. 
However, a number of challenges remain: 
· the best students are not sufficiently challenged; 

· the grammar summaries (used to assess understanding of linguistic concepts) are effective for their intended purpose but too time-consuming for students to write and staff to evaluate; 

· the interactive VLE exercises are currently optional; while some students clearly use them and benefit from them, not all students take advantage of them; 

· the initial set of exercised we were able to develop with the time and money available is fairly small and would be more effective and interesting if there was more variety. 

