Lance-Corporal Alfred Holdsworth Brown, 1884-1* November 1914 (aged 30)
Early life

Alfred Holdsworth Brown was born in Fulham, London to
Alfred Brown, a Commercial Clerk, and Martha Brown. He
had two younger brothers, Richard and Charles, and a
younger Sister named Mary. The family lived in
Hammersmith. In 1901, Brown was working as a Banker's
Clerk.
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The Great War

The decision was made that the London Scottish were to be sent to
reinforce the Expeditionary Force in France, and on 16" September 1914,
Brown and his battalion sailed for Le Havre. At such an early stage in the
outbreak of war, doubts were expressed about the battalion’s readiness
for combat. For their first six weeks in France, Brown and his unit
carried out duties away from the front line, such as construction and
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The London Scottish was given an opportunity to fight, and was
tasked with recapturing the ridge between Messines and the town of
Wytschaete. Against heavy odds and surrounded by German artillery
fire, the 15t Division lost almost half of their 750 man battalion on the
night of 315 October, 1914.
In a casualty list included in the unit’s war diary of 2"¢ November, 321
men were listed as killed, wounded or missing. Brown was thought to
have been among those killed during the early hours of November
1914. In correspondence between his mother and the University of Hand drawn map of operations of the London Scottish,
London after the event, it was decided that the Senate would provide ]‘;‘;;i:i‘fsﬂs‘:rfensd(feff.()\‘;;‘ébgg/119216‘2 /g)"“nd in The National Archives War
Mrs. Brown with a grant of £10, as Brown was unable to send any of
his own pay to support his mother as he ordinarily had done. Although
his mother and the University had hoped to receive positive updates of
his condition, good news was not forthcoming and Brown was
officially declared as wounded and missing.

He was commemorated at the Menin Gate Memorial to the Missing in
Ypres. His name also appears at Senate House, and on the War
Memorial in his home town of Richmond. In May 1920, the British
Army ordered that Brown and other fallen members of the London
Scottish were to be given posthumous entitlement to the Victory

Medal and the British War Medal. A regimental record following the Battle of Messines, listing the
number of killed, wounded and missing members of Brown's regiment.
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