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The Illegitimacy Phenomenon of England and Wales in the 1950's
and 1960's '

The illegitimacy phenomenon, although as old as man's
social institutions is one about which much has been written,
especially from & social welfare and moralistic stance, but
little is truly known. Demographic eanalysis of illegitimacy
is severely limited, perhaps because of its limited contribu-
tion to overall fertility in Western societies, and the lack
of official statisties.

-~

Yet in the 1960's the incidence of illegitinacy whether
measured in terms of sheer volume of numbers, or as a rate or
a ratio has increased sharply in England and Wales and other
countries of Europe and Buropean extraction. Only two increases
~of any similar magnitude have occurred during the present
century and these took place during the more disturbed conditions
of the two World Wars.

In this paper I intend to -

(i)  examine the broad historical trend of illegitimacy in
England and Wales;

(ii) attempt to investigate from the limited data available,
how it varies with regard to maternal age, marital status,
parity,and social class etc. especially since the early
1950's;

(iii) discuss some of the conceptual and theoretical problems
involved in its study.

Definition

In England and Wales, for statistical purposes, a child is
defined as illegitimate if the mother and the putative father
are not married to each other when the birth is registered.
This definition includes not only births to unmarried mothers
(i.e. single, widowed and divorced women) but also births
occurring to parents one or both of whom may be married, although
not to each other.

The validity of the England and Wales statistics on illegitimacy
is ultimately dependent upon the accuracy of the statements made
by the persons reporting the birth in the local Registrar's office.
At registration the attention of the informant is drawn to the

consequences of giving false declarations. Nevertheless, informants

may deliberately or inadvertently make false statements about date

of marriage, their marital siatus or the paternity of the child, which

results in the registration of a child as legitimate whose actual
status is illegitimate, There is no reason to suppose that- errors
of the registration procedure occur in the opposite direction



(i.e. recording legitimate births as illegitimate) and the
official siacistics are iikely to be an underesitimate rather
than an overestimate of the extent of illegitimucy.

Historical Trend

The illegitimacy ratio i.e., the total number of illegitimate
births as a proportion of total live births in a year stood at
66 per theusand when it was calculated for the first time in
1842. From 1851, the ratios may be examined in the last column
of Table I, for certain specified periods and individual years
from 1940, bearing in mind that one cannot assune that the
recording of illegitimate births has been equally good through
time.

'The ratio fell steadily throughout the last half of the
pnineteenth century and from the mid 1880's remained relatively
stable, except for the two wartime peaks, until the late 1940's,
at what would now be considered a low level of approximately
45 illegitimate births per 1000 live births per annum,

The two wartime peaks and the general trend of the ratios
are illustrated in graphical form in Figure I. Statistics
available for the Second World War suggest a possible explanation
for the sudden increase in the level of illegitimacy. While the
percentage of illegitimate births increased, the percentage of
legitimate first births in which conception occurred before
marriage decreased. When the illegitimacy ratio fell after the
Second World War the percentage of legitimate births which were
pre~-maritally conceived increased once more. This suggests the
possibility that in the disruptive conditions of war, when spatial
separation was more prevalent, marriages which might have normally
followed conception did not occur. Contrary to popular belief,
the rise in illegitimacy did not necessarily reflect any significant
change in the norms relating to sexual behaviour.

After the Second World War it looked for some years as though
the ratio would fall back to its accustomed level. From over 90
per 1000 in 1945 the ratio had almost halved by 1953. In fact,
as can be seen from Table I, the ratio remained relatively stable
between 1949 and 1959 at between 47 and 51 illegitimate births per
thousand live births.

But the 1960's have seen what some writers refer to as an
"amazing rise in illegitimacy" a percentage increase in terms
of the ratio of just under 60% between 1960 and 1968. That the
1968 ratio is still below the 1945 high tends to obscure the
extent of the new rise and is partly due to the shortcomings of



the the ratio as au analytical tool, in that two fairly
independent sels of factors affect the numerator and

denominator and consequently changes can occur to the ratio

due to changes in one or both items, The number of illegitimate
births i.e. the numerator is affected by the size of the
population at risk of bearing illegitimate children and +the
prevalence of illegitimacy, whereas the denominator i.e. the
total number of live births is also influenced by the factors
which affect marital fertility; including changes in the
proportions of women married, the age at marriage, completed
Tamily size etc.

The al®ernative to using this crude measure, is to use
the illegitimacy rate which measures total illegitimate births
. @s proportion of the total single widowed and divorced women
in the childbearing period, in a year. The rate is an attempt
to take the population at risk more into account, which has
traditionally been the number of unmarried women, It responds
to the question how many women in a given population are likely
to have an illegitimate child as opposed to the ratio which
responds more to the question, what proportion of births in the
childbearing period are legally classifiable as illegitimate,
The illegitimacy rate, as may be seen in Column II of Table I
and in Figure II, evidences a far more spectacuiar rise than the
ratio, especially since the 1940's, and in fact surpasses the
~wartime peak f16.1 in 1961 and has continued to rise since.

Demographic Analysis

The question now to be posed, is whether demographic factors
or the interaction of demographic factors can afford any explana-
tion as to why the observed levels of illegitimacy, measured in
terms of rates, have changed, especially in the 1950's and 1960's.

To facilitate this end, I have chosen to investigate the three
variables which together form the basiszs of a given rate in a given
year. These are:

(i)  the age distribution of females in the childbearing period,

(ii) the proportions single in each age group in the childbearing
period,

(iii) the age specific illegitimacy rates per thousand single,
widowed and divorced women in the childbearing ages.

The values for these three variables are given in Teble II a, b
and ¢, for guinguennial intervals from 1950 4o 1965 inclusive.

With respect to the age distribution of females in the child-
bearing period, the values for which are given in Table IIa, the




trend is the least eclear except in the younger age groups
where there has been a 33.6% increase in the propochbion of
females in the 15-19 year old age group between 1950 and

1965; and a 10.3% increase in the 20-24 year old age group
between 1955 and 1965. The significant increase in the

15-19 year old age group stems from the post-war baby boom.
The expected effect of an increase in the proportion of
females in the younger ages, given that the denominator of

the rate is based on the number of unmarried women in the
population, would be to increase the population at risk of
bearing iflegitimate children, as these two age groups contain
the largest proportion of the ummarried population in the
childbearing era; 55.9% in 1950 compared %o 70.3% in 1965.

But standardisation on the age distribution for 1950 with
respect to the years 1955, 1960, and 1965 given in Table II ey
indicates that the changes in the age distribution over time
have been insufficient to explain the increases in the level
of illegitimacy, measured in terms of rates,

Turning to the proportions in an age group who are
unmarried (Table II b) the trend is noticeably one of decline;
the expected effect of such a decline would be to inflate the
overall illegitimacy rate, because the number of illegitimate
births are, over time, being attributed to an ever decreasing
number of unmarried women. Standardisation with regard to the
1950 proportions ummarried (Table II ¢) indicates that this
effect also has been insufficient to account for the sub-
stantial increases in the illegitimacy rates., In fact the
increase in the illegitimacy rate during the period 1950-1965,
as can be judged from the standardisation scores, is not
significantly due to changes in the age structure, or to a
decline in the proportions unmarried, in the childbearing period,
but to the actual numerical increase in illegitimate births,
overall and in the individual age groups.

Maternal Age and Tllegitimacy

Heving reached this conclusion it would be useful now to
investigate the relationship between maternal age and illegitimacy.
But may I state initially, that the relationship is highly complex
and difficult to interpret.

The 15-19 year old age group, with respect to the two traditional
measures i.e. the ratio and the rate, exhibits by far the highest
ratio, as indicated in Table III; but one of the lowest rates as
shown in Table II ¢, and has done so consistently, over the time
period under consideration. In terms of the actual number of
illegitimate births it has taken second place since 1960, as
shown in Table IV. The high ratio tends to arise from the fact
that although this age group produced, for example in 1965, 29,1%

~
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of the total illegitimate births, the numerator of the ratio,
it only produced 10.2% of all live births, the denominator

of the ratio, which makes for a high illegitimacy ratio. On
the other hand, it produces a low rate because most women in
this age group are unmarried and below the age of 16 they are
not permitted to marry.

The 20-24 year olds produced the greatest number of
illegitimate births, exhibited the second highest ratio, and
the third highest rate over the period 1950-1965, and in
1965 produced the greatest number of legitimate births. The
25-29 and the 30-34 year old age groups have produced the
highest rafes, but the two lowest ratios over the period. The
high rates are due to the fact that there is a declining
proportion of ummarried women in these two age groups, con-
stituting, for example in 1965, only 10% of the total single
widowed and divorced women in the childbearing period, which
will tend to produce higher rates. The lower ratios, as in the
20-24 year old age group, are attributable to the fact that the
greatest number of legitimate births are born to these three
age groups. With regard to the illegitimacy rate, illegitimate
births to unmarried women in the older age groups must be set
against an ever decreasing number of unmarried women, and the
ratios against a decreasing amount of legitimate fertility.

A further difficulty, with regard to the rate, which would
be an appropriate measure of the incidence of illegitimacy if
all illegitimate births occurred to unmarried women, is that
the greater the proportion of illegitimate births occurring to
married women, and the greater the proportion of consensual
unions, the more misleading it becomes to use the number of
unmerried women as the denominator. To offset this difficulty,
I computed the overall probabilityl. of any woman (regardless of

1. Referred to &s the General (Illegitimate) Fertility Rate by
B. Benjamin 1968 and to the General Rate of Illegitimacy by
J. Kumar 1969.

marital status) in the childbeering ages giving birth to an
illegitimate child. These values, given in Table V for the
whole childbearing period and individual age groups, indicates
that the overall probability has increased by 91.6% since 1950,
the greatest increase has occurred in the two youngest age
groups, and the greatest probability occurs in the 20-24 year
old age group, followed closely by the 15-19 year olds and
otherwise declines with increasing age.

The preceding discussion on rates and ratios and other indices,
by maternal age indicetes the complexity of the illegitimacy
phenomenon, and the unravelling of such a situation is thwarted by
the lack of depth of official nmational statistics, which only
collect information on age and area of residence of the mother at
birth registration, unlike legitimate births where marital status,



parity and social class sre also collected. Oumission of these
importent details or information has Perhaps reinforced the
vendency Lo treat illegitimacy as o unitary phenomenon of first
births to unmarried girls, when in fact the population is
composed of a number of sub-calegories. This point will emerge
from the analysis of the few localised studies done in Great
Britain in the 1950's, and one national study carried out in

the early 1960's; which permit a deeper analysis of illegitimacy
with respect to marital status, parity and social class.

Deriving information from a few local studies creates the
problem of hew much one can generalise the information to a
national ldVel and the even greater difficulty of generalising
to another decade. A further difficulty is that one of the few
studies available, carried out in the early 1950's, relates to
Scotland, which historically has had a tendency to produce higher
illegitimacy ratios than England and Wales, although by the early
1950's both areas were exhibiting ratios of just over 50illegitimate
births per thousand live births a year, and were perhaps as similar,
in terms of ratios, as they ever have been in the past, or since,
because in the mid 1950's the Scottish ratio fell below that
produced by England and Wales and has continued to exhibit a
lower ratio since,

Illegitimacy, Parity and Marital Status

Bearing these provisos in mind, the information provided by
Barbara Thompson, from her study of all illegitimate maternities
occurring in the city of Aberdeen between the years 1949 to 1952,
provides interesting insight into the illegitimacy phenomenon,
with regard to the marital status and parity of women, having
illegitimate maternities.

Table VI indicates that with respect to first illegitimate
maternities, the greatest percentage did in fact occur to single
women, 91% of the total, but with regard to second or subsequent
maternities only 43.9% occurred to single women and 43% occurred -
to married women. The table further indicates that 48.5% of all
illegitimate maternities were in fact multiparous, and that 24,2%
of all the mother's of illegitimate children were married, and
68.2% single.

Similar findings were obtained by the Leicester Health
Department in a follow-up study of illegitimate children born in
the city of Leicester in 1949. They found that of the 240 mothers,
out of a total of 265 mothers who gave birth to illegitimate
children of all pamities in that year, on which marital status
information was available, 58.9% were single and 26.6% were married
at the time of conception.?2

2. The use of "conception" may lead to some confusion, but reading
of the article indicates that conception and birth may be equated,
the problem being one of different terminology. This also applies
to Table VII.




With respect to parity, of the 244 mothers for which
information was available, 66 of the women had had previous
legitimate children, and 82 previous illegitimate children,
thus 52.0% of the illegitimate births were multiparous,
similar to the figure of 48.5% given in Thompson's study.

The Leicester Health Department also provides a broad
age breakdown with regard to marital status, as given in
Table VII, for the 236 women for whom both age end marital
status information were available. Table VII indicates that
all the mothers of illegitimate children aged under 20 were
singlé and "b5% of the broad age group of 20-29 year olds;
whereas 40% of the 30-39 year olds were married., Of those
married in the broad age group 20-39 years, only 8 were still
living with their legal husbands, the great majority were
livipg apart, although not legally separated.

With regard to the stability of the mother's relationship
with the putative father, at the time of the birth, the study
indicated that about half the mothers of all statuses, for which
information was available, were living with the putative father,
and if only the married, widewed and divorced mothers are
considered, the proportion rises to 75%.

As stated before, data from localised urban studies have
limitations in that they may not be representative of the national
situation. Fortunately one national study is available carried
out by the General Register Office, in the early 1960's, in which
a sample of illegitimate births occurring in April 1961 was matched
with the census schedules of that year, to ascertain the marital
status of the mothers of illegitimate children. Failure to match
17% of the birth registrations with the census schedules and the
possible misstatement of marital condition made on the census
schedule, are its main limitations. As indicated in Table VIII
out of the 1059 sample 875 were successfully matched, of these
250 or 29% were to women who described themselves as married on
the census schedule. How meny of these 250 were legally married
but separated from their husbands and living with other men, and
how many were simply describing themselves as "married" was not
ascertained. But among those births registered on joint
information, implying that the man acknowledged that he was the
putative father the proportions "married" rose to 50%. C(Classifica-
tion by age, also shown in Table VIII, indicates that T0% of all
so called married mothers of illegitimate children were aged
between 25 and 39 years; indicating that "married" mothers of
illegitimate children have an age distribution which is considerably
older than that of all mothers of illegitimate children,

Those births registered on joint information, 41% of the total
sample of illegitimate births, were classified according to whether



the father was enumerated as present on the census schedule,

For 211 the 361 joinl information births the father was
enumerated as present in 80% of the successfully matched births,
the proportion rising to 89% where the mother described herself
as "married". It would appear that births registered cn joimt
informaticn appear to represent some form of consensual union,
assuming that the presence of the putative father on the schedule
can be taken o imply this. For this one week in April 1961, it
appears that 33% of the total number of maiched births, occurred
to parents living in such a union.

These Jata, of course, only relate to one point in *ime, but
they do indicate, like the localised urban studies, that the
conventional use of the number of single, widowed and divorced
women in the childbearing ages, as the denominator for the
computation of the illegitimacy rate can be misleading, and that
this is particularly so for women over 25 years of age. The
local studies as does the Gemeral Register Office's study indicates
that approximately ome illegitimate child in three, may be born
to a married woman or at least, in the case of the national study,
one who would describe herself as married on the census schedule.

Yet in considering statistics of demographic events, it is
important that they should be related to the population at risk
of experiencing that event. The alternatives open to adjusting
the rate would be; to either subtract those illegitimate births
occurring to married women from the total, thus limiting discussion
to illegitimate births to unmarried women in the population, or to
add some married women to the population of the denominator. But,
although it is possible to estimate the number of married women
who do have illegitimate babies, it is not possible to estimaie
the number at risk of doing so. A third possibility, admittedly
more crude, would be to simply compute the overall probability
of any woman in the childbearing ages giving birth to an illegitimate
child as I did, and indicated the results in Table V.

Social Class and Illegitimacy

With regard to social class and illegitimacy, needless to say
the relationship is somewhat obscure, because of the lack of data.
The only comprehensive dats are those supplied by Thompson, which
indicated a marked social class gradient of illegitimate births
incréasing downwards from the professional classes to the unskilled
classes. The G.R.0. for England and Wales also published relevant
census information in 1951, showing a similer social class gradient -
but caution is necessary because of the large percentage of cases,
in the study, for which the occupation of the women was unknown,
and moreover the acute problem of 2ssigning women to social clagses.
Vhether the situation hes changed since, with respect to the England
and Wales situation, is an unknown quantity. Only clues to the fact
thal it may have changed, is from Scottish date, where the Registrar



General has published relevant information, annually since
1950. In the early 1950's the highesl ratic oeccurred in

Social Class IV (semi-skilled occupations), which contains

& high proportion of agricultural workers in Scotland, and

from IV followed a declining trend through Social Class v, III
and II to Social Class I, Gradually this ranking order has
changed, with a fall in the illegitimacy ratio of Social Class
V and a rise in the Social Class II ratio, so that from highest
to lowest the order in the late 50's and in the 1960's has
become IV, II, III, V and then I. These changes are difficult
to interpret, because for illegitimate births social class is
based on the mother's last occupation, but the ratio is calculated
out of birkhs most of which, i.e. legitimate births, are
classified on husband's occupation. Also the problem of the
large number of illegitimate births for which social class is

- unknown, still persists e.g. in 1969 social class information
was unknown for 41% of the total illegitimate births.

Mortality of Illegitimate Births

Historically death rates of infants under one year of age,
born illegitimate, have been higher than the corresponding
rates of children born legitimate. Although the gap has been
closing since the Second World War as Table XTI a, shows, a
differential infant death rate still persists.

A General Register Office -study which matched a 10% sample
of all the birth and death records for infants born and dying
in the period lst April 1964 to the 31st March 1965, found that
comparison of the infant mortality following single illegitimate
and legitimate births showed higher rates for the former for all
age categories of the mother. (Table XI b). If those age groups
of the mother with less than 150 illegitimate births in the
sample are disregarded (i.e. mothers less than 16 years and over
44 years) one sees that mothers age 16~19 years had the highest
infant mortality rate of 31.5 per thousand live births, but also
one may further note the rates for legitimate and illegitimate
babies showed the least difference for this age group. These
figures provide true rates for deaths of infants who are
illegitimate at birth because birth and death records are being
linked thus including in the illegitimate category those infants
who were legitimated within the year,

This study further indicated that with respect to form of
registration i,e. either on joint or sole information, the
neonatal mortality rate per thousand live births was 10.6 for
joint information, and 25.2 for sole information registration
(Table IX c¢) but the overall post neo-natal rates showed little
difference. The strikingly low neonatal mortality rate for those
with joint registration is misleading because an immeasurable
proportion may be due to cases where the infant died in the early
post-natal period so that the birth and death were registered
at the same time. In such circumstences there would be possibly
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less reason for the father to attend the registration and the
birth would be recorded without jeint registration. The overall
posi-neonatal rates were similar for both types of registration,
although the age breakdown suggests that babies of older mothers
registered on joint information tended to benefit from this
situation but babies of younger mothers appear to be worse off.

With regard to cause of death, differences between legitimate
and illegitimate are small for infective diseases, injury at
birth, post-natal asphyxia and atelectasis, and immaturity
associated with diseases of early infancy, the biggest differences
occur with regard to the general immaturity category, being more
prevalent yith respect to illegitimate infants, and congenital
maiformetions more prevalent among legitimate infants.

Once egain the situation is by no means clear cut, but as
Table IX a.indicated a differential still persists. One can only
speculate as to possible explanatiomns, such as different attitudes
of mothers bearing illegitimate babies to their pregnancies and
this may affect ante-natal and post-natal care of herself and her
infant.

Pre-Marital Conceptions

Finally before going on to the discussion part of the paper,
I would like to discuss the relationship between pre-marital
conceived legitimate maternities/births and illegitimate meternities/
births. Data given in Table X provides some interesting sidelights
to the total picture of iliegitimacy. The erguments used at the
beginning of the paper to accounit for the sudden increase in the
level of illegitimacy during the Second World War, camnot be used
to explain the rise in illegitimacy in England and Wales in the
1960's. Although the percentage of extra-maritally conceived
births, legitimated by marriage of the parents before the birth
of the child, in the early 1960's did not rise as fast as that of
illegitimate births, from 1964 it has tended to increase in similar
proportions as to the increese in illegitimate births. In view of
the large proportion of extra-maritally conceived live births which
end in marriage, it would be interesting to know of the remaining
cases what proportion were not legally free to merry. Unfortunately
we are not able to determine this from the aveilable statistics, but
& few speculative suggestions are incorporated in the discussion
part of the paper.
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Discussion

Every scciety possesses certain institutionalised groups
to carry cn its essential fumeticme, which reguire co-operative
endeavour. The family initially incorporating one man and one
woman tied by some legal bond, historically and still dees, in
the context of British society, perform the function of
reproduction and childbearing.

The norm of post-marital procreation is an essential
requirement of such an institution and the norm of non-extra
marital procreation supplies the additional function of
protecting an already established family group. Illegitimacy
obviously yiolates these prjnciples.

Utilising these two norms, I have devised a simple framework,
to facilitate discussion composed of two broad categories;
firstly Pre-Marital Illegitimacy incorporating illegitimate births
to unmarried women, and secondly Extra-Marital Illegitimacy,
incorporating births to married females.

Pre-Marital Illegitimacy

Taking the Pre-Marital Illegitimacy category first - from the
data available it would appear that this category incorporates
approximately 60-70% of all illegitimate births. It would also
seem reasonable to assume, that as the proportions unmarried are
greater in the twe youngest age groups, 92,9% of the 15 to 19
year olds and 42.1% of the 20 to 24 year olds in 1965, and 67.2%
of all illegitimate births occurred to these two age groups,
that pre-marital illegitimacy may be the most pronounced in these
two age groups.

In fact the most characteristic feature of the 1960's has
been the sharp increase in illegitimate births occurring to these
younger women, but this increase must needs be considered in the
context of earlier age at marriage, higher rates of pre-nuptial
conception, changing views on sexual relations within and outside
marriage, and the greater use and effectiveness of birth control
techniques. '

Setting the sceme as it were, many sociologists and
social anthropologists have noted that there are meny societies
wvhich view pre-marital sexual relations with tolerance but nomne
in which an illegitimate birth gets as much approval as a
legitimate birth. It would seem that condemnation applies not
primerily to illicit coitus as to illicit procreation. Some
writers (Vincent 1961 and Christemsen 1960) have pointed out that,
where sexual intercourse before marriage and illegitimacy are both
condemned, illegitimacy rates tend to be low, where the former is
permitted and the latter condemned, rates tend to be high. Such
changing attitudes towards sexual relations before marriage, are



MU, [

only part of a differcut approach to sexuality and marrisge

in gencrai. Today, sexual relatioas, it would appear are

lees concerned with procreation than with providing mutual
satisfaction and support within the marital relationship;

this contention may be supported from the more frank discussion
of such matters in the modern mass wmedia, and the great demand
for and proliferation of marriage manuals much in evidence, in
our society, in the last few decades. Marriage itself appears
to be increasingly perceived as an emotional partnership, from
which both spouses are entitled to receive high satisfactions,
and from which either partner is justified in withdrawing if
these expectations are not fullfilled.

Having set the scene, I now pose the question, with regard
to unmarried mothers of illegitimate children, as to why
preventative steps were not taken in the first place to prevent
pregnancy, and why when pregnancy was confirmed the outcome was
an illegitimate birth as opposed to an abortion or marriage.
Needless to say, it is impossible to answer these questions and
I can only speculate as to possible reasons. S+till referring
to thetwo younger age groups one notes that many of these girls
who conceive out of wedlock, do in fact marry before the birth
of the child. In 1965, 63,668 women in these two age groups
conceived pre-meritally but had entered marriage before the
birth of the baby, whilst 40,865 women went on to bear
illegitimate -infents. Why some conceptions result in marriage
and legitimate children, and others in illegitimate children
is an unknown quantity. Possible suggestions with regard to
illegitimacy being the outcome, is that the partner was a
married man, or a casual acqueintance or that an illegitimate
baby was preferred +to a hasty and ill-prepared marriage. Marriage
of course was impossible for girls conceiving under 15 and for
some 15 year olds but these illegitimete births contribute
insignificantly to the total number of illegitimate births
occurring to younger women. The proportion of mothers of
illegitimate children who opt for a de facto union as opposed
to marriage, in these two age groups, is also unknown,

Turning te the possibility of abortion as an alternative,
prior to the 1967 Abortion Act which became operationsl in
April 1968, the situation was that legal abortion could only
be obteined, if it was deemed that a termination was the only
way to preserve a woman's life, or to prevent serious injury to
her health. The 1967 Act extended the grounds 1o include not
only risk to life of the pregnant woman but to also include
injury to the physical or mental health of the Pregnant woman,
or any existing children of her family, greater than if the
pregnancy was terminated. Other grounds were alse denoted by
the Act but those just mentioned are the most relevant to the
present discussion. '
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Thus prior to 1968 it was difficult for a woman to procure

a legally induced abortion, admittedly iilegal abortions
possibly could and were obtained, but statistics relating to
such are difficult to collect. The passing of this law, will
at least permit the improvement of statistical data relating

to abortion, Data available for 1969, indicates that of the
21,961 legally induced abortions to single women aged 15 and
over, approximately 81% were to single women in the youngest
two age groups. Further, statistics available on illegitimacy
for 1969 indicate that the actual number of illegitimate births
is less than the 1966 total and the ratio has in fact gone down
from 85 per thousand live births in 1968 to 84 in 1969, which
may be due, in part to this law coming into operation. It will3
be interesting to see if this decline continues in the 1970's.

3. Statistics, just made available for 1970 indicate that the
declining trend is still in evidence. Illegitimate live births
declined in terms of actual number to 60,800 in 1970, a level
lower than that of 1964, and that the ratio, when the final
figures for total live births are made available, may be as
low as 78 per thousand live births.

But with respect to the 1960's, it may be said that legally
induced abortion wes not a viable alternative for the single
or unmarried pregnant woman.

As to the question, why preventative measures were not taken
in the first place, one may speculate that this may at least be
in part due to the lack of availability of a completely
satisfactory contraceptive, which does not require persistent
motivation or interefere with the spontaneity of sexual relations.
The I.U.D., the only method which does not require persistent
motivation or interefere with spontaneity, is believed to be
unsuitable for never married women who have not borne children.
The most effective method the oral pill requires persistent
motivation and has also been the subject of much controversy
about its possible adverse side-effects. Also the public
arguments, which have taken place, about providing the pill for
young unmarried women, and this also applies to abortion, shows
how undecided and ambivalent in its attitude our society is.

Much of what has been implied or made explicit in relation to
pre-marital illegitimacy, with especial reference to the youngest
two age groups, is relevant to any unmarried woman in all the age
groups, whether single, widowed or divorced, as well as to the
women involved in extra-marital illegitimacy, the second broad
category of illegitimacy.

Extra-marital Illegitimacy

Data available from the studies, indicate that upwards of 25%
of the mothers of illegitimate children may be married, and some
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of these may have previous legitimate or illegitimate children.
By married; in this context, is meant wemen who are legally
married but are separated from, or in the few instances that
come to light still living with, their legal husbands. Such
mothers may be involved with a putative father who is unmarried
or married, in the first case violation of the norm of non-
extra~-marital procrestion endangers one legitimate family, where
the putative father is also married two legitimate families.
These parents of illegitimate children may be debarred from
marrying by the still existing marriage of one or both partners,
and the same applies o an unmarried women bearing a child to

a man alregdy married. Divorce Laws up to the Divorce Reform
Act of 1969, operational from Januvary 1971, still upheld the
more traditional concept of marriage, and it was possible for
one partner particularly the so called "innocent partner" to
prevent divorce occurring for a long period of time. Even with
the liberalisation of the Divorce Laws, divorce proceedings are
still time consuming and expensive, which may lead some parents
of illegitimate children to opt for consensual unions, in which
illegitimate children or even illegitimate families may be born
as well as legitimate children from previous marriages reared.

In studying extra-marital illegitimacy a starting point
again must needs be marriage itself and the satisfactions,
sexual and otherwise, expected and received in marriage. Extra-
marital illegitimacy is in a sense & reflection of the breakdown
of marriage and looked at from this perspective ome is dealing
with a real and difficult social problem of how to reconcile an
apparently changing concept of marriage with perscmal satisfactions
and the care of the young. Illegitimacy, in this context could be
cut down to a lower level, if divorce was made even easier but
legislation itself, however desirable, would not solve the pre=
dispesing sexual and marital problems.

Before concluding, I would like to destroy some myths that
have surrounded the concept of illegitimacy, comment on subsequent
legitimisation of children and then proffer tentatively, some
panaceas. ' -

One myth thet this paper should have certainly broken is
that illegitimacy is a unitary phencmenon occurring to young
unmarried girls. Mass media tends to attribute the recent rise
to increased teenage promiscuity, which is an obvious overstatement.
Certainly teenagers contribute substantially to the absolute number
of illegitimate births and the greatest increase since the 1950's
has been to this age group. But the large teenage contribution, to
especially pre-marital illegitimacy, must be set against the falling
age of marriage, the increased probability of marriage and the fact
that the 15-19 year olds constitute the largest proportion of
unmarried women in the reproductive ages thus providing a large
population at risk of bearing illegitimate children pre-maritally.
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With regard to subsequent legitimisation of births once
registered as illegitimate, which are akin to pre~-marital
conceptions, the 1959 Legitimacy Act extended the provision of
legitimisation by subsequent marriage of the parents as provided
by the Legitimacy Act of 1926, to the hitherto excluded cases of
illegitimate persons whose father and or mother was married to
& third person at the time of the birth. As the statistics show
for 1960 (Table X) the 1959 Act led to substantial increases in
the number of re-registrations, which perhaps provides another
rough indicator of the prevalence of extra-maritel illegitimacy
in our society. Since 1960, re-registration continued to rise
until 1967, but one does not know what proportion of these
subsequent legitimisations are under the Law relating to 1926
or 1959, # no further inferences can be drawn. Also this
period has experienced a marked increase in the number of
illegitimate births which distort the picture further,

Suggested curatives for the illegitimacy phenomenon are:
greater accessability and availability of contraceptive informa-
tion and methods to all whether married or unmarried, easier
abortion and easier divorce, Perhaps the slogans of the Woman's
Liberation Movement are not amiss in this context which ask for
abortion and free coniraceptives on demand, As yvet our society's
attitude towards contraception and abortion are ambivalent. The
Law relating to sbortion has been eased but it is still only
permissible under a political compromise formula, which can hardly
be regarded as stable. It leaves the decision to the medical
profession because they are technically fitted to carry out the
operation. But doctors' values are as ambivalent as society's at
large.

A couple's decision to marry or not, if marriage is technically
possible, must needs be influenced by the importance attached to
marital status as such, compared to the expectations about the
state of marriage and the stigma attached to illegitimacy. The
institutions of marriage and illegitimacy are quite supplementary -
you cannot have ome without the other. As Crane-Brinton pointed
out in his book, French Revolutionary Legislation on Illegitimacy,
"in another world you may indeed separate the two institutions
and eliminate one of them, either by having marriage so perfect -
in various senses - that no one will ever commit fornication or
adultery, or by having fornication so perfect that no one will
ever comnit marriage, but these are definitely other worlds".

To end on a less Utopian note; there is a need for more
research into the illegitimacy phenomenon, in which the sub-
categories of persons, situations and behaviours which are
collected together under the general definition of illegitimacy
are more clearly idemtified. An essential bre-requisite to this
is better official vital statistics.



REFERENCES
Registrar-Gencral: Statisticsl Review for the years 1950, 1955,
1260, 1965 and 1968 Part II.

Statistical Review Part III Commentary and
Part I. 1964

Statistical Reviews Part III 1963, 1965 and
1966

Statistical Review 1969 Supplement on Abortion
Quarterly Returns -~ December 1970

General Register Office: Studies on Medical and Population Subjects.
No. 19 Regional end Social Factors in Infant
Mortality - 1966

Annual Reports of the Registrar General of
Scotland

BENJAMIN, B. (1968) - Health and Vital Statistics

CHRISTENSEN, H.T. (1960) - Culturel Relativism and pre-marital
sex norms. American Sociological Review 25,

DAVIS, K. - Illegitimacy and the Social Structure . American
Journal of Sociology.. Sept. 1939,

- The Forms of Illegitimacy. Social Forces Oct. 1939.
Divorce Reform Act 1969 H.M.S.O0.
GLASS, D.V. - Components of Natural Increase. Population Studies
. May 1970. "Towards a Population Policy for the
.K" '

GOLDSTEIN, S, (1967) - Premarital Pregnaﬁcy and Out of Wedlock
Births in Denmark, Demography 4.

GOODE, W.J. (1960) - Illegitimacy in the Caribbean Social Structure.
' American Sociclogical Review 25.

(1961) ~ Illegitimacy Anomie and Cultural Penetration.
: American Scciological Review 26,



.

GREENLAND, C. (1958) - Unmarried Parenthood, The Medical Officer
ICIX,

HARTLEY, 8.M. (1966) ~ The amazing rise in illegitimacy in Great
Britain. Social Forces 44.

ILLSEY, R. - New Fashions in Illegitimacy. New Society, Nov.l4th
1968.

ILLSEY, E. and GILL, D. - Changing Trends in Illegitimacy. Social
- Science and Medicine, 1968 Vol. 2.

KUMAR, J. - Demographic Analysis of Data on Illegitimate Births.
Population Reprint Series from Social Biology
Vol. 16, No. 2, 1969,

McDONALD, E.K. (1956) - Follow-up of Illegitimate Children. Medical
Officer 96.

National Council for the Ummarried Mother and her Child - Annual
Heport 1959-60 and 1970,

PEEL, J. and POTTS, M. - Demographic Aspects of Abortion in England.
International Population Conference, London 1969
Vol. II - I,U,8.8.P.

ROBERTS, R.W. (ed.) (1966) - The Unwed Mother.

SCHOLFIELD, M. (1965) - Sexual Behaviour of Young People.

THOMPSON, B. (1956) - Social Study of Illegitimate Maternities.
British Journal of Preventative Social Medicine 10.

VINCENT, C.E. (1961) - Unmarried Mothers,
- Unmarried Fathers and the Mores, "Sexual
Exploiter as an Ex-Post Facto Label" American
Sociological Review 26.

WIMPERTS,V. (1960) ~ The Unmarried Mother and her Child.

Which? - Getting a Divorce. Consumers Association 1971,



TABLE .

TucoiTimacy RaTtes awp RaTos fFor Ewmguawn ant Wares

FRam, 1851 1o 1968 - Woemza Hgep 15-4WW4 yeaes

PERIOD RATE Yoo RATIO /oo
1251 -~ 1260 183 oS
B! - 1270 i12-2 bi
1871 - 1880 5.1 se
€81 - 1390 12k 47
1891 - KRoo 9.4 L2
101~ 1905 R I 39
1906 ~ @10 ® g o
1l - 1ahs 1.9 3
% ~ 1920 8.4 5
ay — 192§ b7 43
W26 - 1930 &0 4s
1921 ~ 1935 5.5 B3
1936 - 1THO 5 B

Gy Th Sk

L 9.0 §b

1983 10.9 b

LY 3.8 13

s 161 93

19%b 13-8 bb

1947 BT 22 T , 53

19492 (TRN % Si

99 T S

1950 10-2 St

S 9.8 48

1952 1.0 L8

1953 10.2 %7

1958 10-2 &7

1945 io-3 [y}

1966 Nty 18

1957 1) 43
1968 12-8 49
1959 135 51
6o : 151 sy
196} T &0
1962 182 6%
1963 19.0 69
el 20.3 72
968 212 7

196k 1.5 79

967 22-b By

1968 227 8s

Source : Reqiokunr Qanersd's Srarisvicd Raslaws



Eicere T

RaThos

' S0

TLiEciTiMacyY RATos: (FRueid mate. B33 por Reowsand
bade- BMRE For Womas oqRd 1S-Wir w20s0)

Cuguand AmD

g

weares 1901~ 199

1845

e

wao

S T
YEARS

l:iuo ésb l:?bo : I%TD

1901 - 1969



RaTe s

=

Rauas

TEQTmAny RATES: (MAgainaie B8 pw 1000 Shafe
Widow ed ard Diercasd LWOomen  aszd 1S -l qaoes )

ENGLAND and Woares 1901-1968

3G, | A8
ol
1905
o
K-u._
L3R

""ob'

Qo]

S.-oL

1\
W\

i Y A A n 3 3 A

LT LT O niu- 1930 %0 1950 1968 'l“;'l.cr
vepas 19 - 1970




Teare B ».

TR provrteon of ‘;Q.m.a-ﬂsao'mmaae_.

QAT of 00
Famodne L Ra Rl esnng  puiod

15 -9 Gaess Por
Tafaw and Walee : 1950, 1865, Moo op B et

. Pqa of ) YEAL
MoRkar 1950 R5S IR0 198
15 -19 o- 125 Q. 129 o. 1yl C. 1]
2o-2y o, 135 0. 3o Q. 138 0. 18
25-29 ©. 15} 0. 138 Q. 22 0. 13§
30-3y ©. 128 0. 155 0. 139 e 130
35-23% o. 15y 0. (29 0. 157 o. i3
bho-ty ©. 153 0. i35 o kO 0. I52
R 0 1uy S isy ©. 155 0. 125

Tasre T\ a.

TBe prope-inen of rovald Cemolon wWMana Qrowap o
Qsz.  wamarngae v o Mm Ronod IS - N G2oes for
Cafad aw Waloe: 1950, 1965, 190 o VG5,

Age of NEAR

_Moler 1950 1953 &0 1S
IS -19 o 95% 0. 950 °- 93% e 929
2o-24 o. 517 o. Wb o. 423 o 42
as -29 0. 222 o. 2o o. 15% 0. 158
SHEBY o. IS6 o. I3 o- log o. 13
35-39 O I1fy o- 149 - 12k o. io9
s ©- 199 o. ikl o. 132 o. 12§
549 0. 230 Q@ ae (=Tl ITY ©. 157




a—

A/LE

TuigeyTimnte DIRTHS - par 1000 Sunafe, widowsed

ond Dworrd Worman eped I5-u9 “ooes, by pfé\"—,
For  EnqPand and Wallan | 1450, 1885, 1960 a0 LS

RAge o YEaR

MoTner 80 @ss | 1960 198
IS~

ToTmaw uq q‘ th . q ‘2“'. ’3'72- lq .qs,

TataL Nomoeee P35,250 | %, %S | wa, 07 b, 249
15 -9 k-0 b2 6% -3
-2 -9 - © 22-3 22-k
25 - 29 234 22.0 3-8 s2-9
A0 - 3 19. {s 2. 35.0 43
35 - 39 -9 129 i18-4 Lb-O
1O~ Wi 3.9 b 69 -5
4S5 K9 -3 o3 0.4 S

Srandasduoed on q.29 9.6 (PR TR al-0

1950 age Q.;,l\-w-
ion,
Dra~dardised en '
950 propatiows | 329 | 45 | g | 208

Scaqle. |

Dvond aschrotd o #

K9S0 ane 9.29 9.7 55 a2l
Aot vouhnsa and
AFDporibas swafe .

Tolofee H a, .. o Towla WV
cempu&@ fronm HQQMJ\M dn.rw.ed froam e

\

QAP pILaLY Reqiol rmur QQnem.D %\rnh‘o\r"cnﬂ Qi;.@:n.ms o 1



TAsLe m..

TPPagrencre Ploa buils gar 1000 P.oe Buils , by
ane e ﬂ‘\tﬂ'eﬂf’ o e.,qw end tdolos | l*‘%‘SGa i‘i'.‘.a"sj 1900 s 1908

Aqe of moRy Ne AR
oF puwaR : NS0 Q88 1960 1968
Torald 15-49 £3-3 429 5.5 23-92
15 -19 1730 163 127 23k
20-24 61.0 49 57 %
2s -29 380 3i i u-‘?
3o- 24 W1 36 3 49
8540 -0 ') 50 59
HEes ba-o 72 1 27
a—
Teére 1V

Nomey of Wlagwrwmere BORS by age of morly, Cor EnqPond and
Woloe, 1950, 1956, 1900 and \qS

Aog o mowler NEAR
Ay bwiR: 950 985 | 19bo 1956
AP onee 35,180 B, VNS 42,707 b, 2u9
wt a2 »3
IS -19 $,285 8,540 9,698 13,286
2o -2 19,237 9,37 13,675 21,599
AE -39 3,7 &, &0} 8, 362 12,338
30-3y 5,626 | 5173 S, ©29 7, 123
35-39 3,882 3,103 3,882 4,219
horyy i, 322 1,288 1,363 1, 568
Ladied 108 I~ 1og** e
& ¥

%w%q HS Fo qQile wadas 1S - BO0

and | Yo o “PeMoLs ool 9 weero
2
w2 09 Yo qulloe owngas IS —j o
Qnd

Vv o womon cwx 19 “Rero,

195 ro qule Gaaar 15 “aeso

loadalas I8 WW

- Seuwrwa R e ok rar C,Qnm&,z. StatcViaad Qn,;.a.ms.



-
TAGLE

oversD mbaﬂotﬂ;k'\i of qwing B Fo . W05 e ode.
e.qd y bq o Cemala Agodfese ©F rraricd :a\roh-\,u) v
o cRuidb orngr 0820 , Qs Wa age oad manvel storus

Aial ;‘MBA ec %\qpﬂud cad Woilnes y Mees \QSO ' |°e$€i ‘qlho mﬂ Ici(a

AL of | VeAR

Motat.h 950 \ass R 1968

5 =19 » coowT® -T2 313 T 000 %99 ¢ @083

. ool g 00086k -1 - A i 00 '97g

gl . 000 T84 000 O + 000732 - o012 %

A€ -29 i . oo0 K9 . pooS52% R Y-1- 12 |

o-34 | 9 . coo 2R6 00036k . 0003ES

3§ -39 + 000346 . 000128 . 000 143
by 6oco 119 : I T cooll

B0 - ' O

4§ - L9 ccoceq . coo 009 oo i

ToTal - OOWIST -00a8? - ©o03982 00 eowg

Sowra G T

DAL, O

\_cnb.ﬂn..

R




Taete VI

MaAaRiTakl STATYS AnD Dmivw o¢ Womard
MATEAMVIHIES a8 ARERILDEEN Q\‘w’ 1949 -1952,

T 1

ILLE GV T ATE

NoMBERS ParRCcENTRAQES
Miantr a P Prinl — Maalily — - P, — Rl -

Drainot Poren. pmﬁ.t:u_ lerad P osoa Perena. Tovel
Swafa 2773 124 297 -0 439 %2
Wndnac wr 7 37 by 2.3 121 Tl
}mwm
Marnad 20 1.\ iyl b7 H3-0 Ty--2
Tovad 300 | 282 | ssa || 1000 100.0 100.0

Sewrca: B. TRosposn: Soand Sruds of APnE v mala Molermaduos
Ba. S Pwau. Sar, Mad. 10, 715, 1956.

-
Taare V)

NUMARR of MoTneas Cwvimig, WRTW To LECITIMATE CHWDREN
TR CITY o L2icesTER 1949 . BY. AGE and MARITAL STATYS
AT Tne TME  of Comncertnion:

MAQiFA. STATOS - _Bee "o Yioso Nev Lo o o
Vndes 20 20-9 30-9 1O or moR |Knewes! ©
SingPa -2 Ta < 2 5 | IXY]
Mamed Vaseng -3 5 =)
. ' 3 ]
Mowng d Plaag epost 21 2 } 53
Ny Prgoldy maponied H_
hisiag opost- flgatl, 3 " i 12
Sapomiad
Widpwad 2 1© 14
D worced s 12 b 23
Noy Haswen
! i ; 13 25
5 : .
h2 in J0 132 29 | 165

Sowra: E.¥. M. Donald. - "FoPlow- vp of P0agirinale CRigass.” 1956,



_TRGLE Vii}

¥ -
Resuuts of i"\artc.mu@ I;.‘_em-rmh'ra PaRt™mg RQQISTQH'THQN

wt Qbl cengos RECoRDS |, ENCGLAND And WALES

o Axe of pothar
f Age of mother (ln years) ! ) 2
faritel condition t—— All na;:ched Nop matched Total in
U:;E%ar i 20~ 25~ 30~ 4&2.%(1 blirths . births | sample
8irths registered on sole information :

Total 475 188 70 70 11 53% 135 649
Sincle 72 168 | 48 28 4 420
Marrled 3 kg i8 28 4 68
Wildoved - - 4 7 2 10
Livorced - 3 3 9 s i8

Births reaistered on joint information

Total 31 g2 100 122 16 4 361 43 #10
5 23 48 33 25 4 133
M led 8 37 4] 75 6 182
widowed - - - &) N 6 i
Divorced - 7 11 18 g 40 . '

All forms of registrations
206 20 | 170 | 192 x| et 184 1,059
L 195 216 81 &3 8 | 553
e i1 54 T4 104 10 250
- - i § 13 2 4

e - 10 14 2B i 55

(C) Births registered on joint information only (matched births only)

Marital conditlon Total Father present on Father not present | HEaumerated in non-
ol mother census scheduie on census scheduls I private housshold
Total 361 290 57 i ' L]
Sl s [

snre 1z3 BY 35 | 2]
it 182 16874 i8 4
5 | 5 1 -
o 40 34 5 , 1

: 2 0l zitimate births which occurred during April 1951 was matched with the census records to
43CeTluln the parlital condition of the mothsr.

Frether "merried" was stated in 95 cases and "not married® In &7 cases.
. ]
Sewrta : Raglvmsr Qanewle Svarcricod Resutaws 1964

Pr. E Cormpit Q_n1 .



i

Tadie if o,

DEATAS 0f 1R7FANTS LNDRA owg VELS of &ET
ENG LAND SND Weanes:

veae Deosls par 1800 | Doarhe £05 1000 | Deeihy par 1000
of the vored 142 | leaiw et
Uhﬂ&§ ik mbm““\ lﬁ&q&uu&l’;‘:&\;
1980 $? €€ 82
LY -] sS9 T2
1952 <) us 7%
195 w9 e x])
19%h us ity &9
R"s (FLS Y (s
%o Bd w2 &0
%3 1 40 59
TN iy EYY 45
159 32 32 e
11350 30 29 39
1951 30 29 ag
982 a8 Ry 3¢
1983 Py 7 83
198y as LS 3,
0117 as _ a8 1%
5% 24 23 29
:“’ 23 23 20
s 23 22 28
190 22 22 ab
9%} 2 Y R &b
(IS8 22 2 a7
93 2.1 al a6
LS AT 10 19 &t
1963 4 T as
o : e
1348 H & a3

Sourea ; @sq\‘n?m Qenered’s Qraranesd Revaw E+w,
Pr. L e Pi'j




Taoue TX b,

Iacw ﬁqﬂ&@.&&\% snd Aakes pa’ y, oV L Lowls

w&a\\;q Las Y in dtay by moBals e o
Ernalfand e Wolae bbby ro B . b§

MoTWEAa ‘s IbE ST & TE. Lot TeadTE
=}

fs DPEATHES RATL DPLATHE QaTe
M. &GS i, 708 28.§ 13,798 .8
Vndes Ve $2 8- b - -
b -9 iy el i< ), i as-y
30-24 $3§ “ a7-2 w,342 76
25 -29 318 27§ 3,878 a1
30-3% T . 250 2,287 ol
35-19 1.6 30.8 ), 293 19:Q
BOo- L& i - a9 422 22-6
(& b $0-0 30 867

Sewa ¢ Q.R-Q. Srwdwes on Medurel ad Pepwleiiea
sub;em. Noe. ™

:IELG- ch..

Moraidn of 32Rumvorare BoRE WUR and wulouwlr Towd
Rasavasiner , Baglead and Wolas P h-bY 4o 313 68

=
Nymbay of tHeoacked Mavtele | Potr- ndonalrel
Aga of Macir: Raranrana. Vg Rode pu (0oe] Nerrellin, Rebe
Qe asbe .
M ariar h.sm. L K ay DO twe. Sl

e Iwe bidfeia [T 300 | Wik fuwh yomt] wWikdiowy [WUAT [wivheor

vJeoss |10%0 sansle [aqlarmnea) AT | M\lﬂ‘ JONY Wt oohay
Rajatrodie] midan  loeajiveeds ";w' anat -

2l ahes
o-18 = 26 T D2 W) 1% 9.3
=19 18-ty v 3 ng aw2 | g 8.8
20-2% AL bl 63 9% 28 (69 L 7
as-29 1,186 3 87 109 263 L1 9.9
I %9 89 i3) L TS 10 wg €8
3939 4ie by 36 a2 39 7.3 W
Yo-tgy 7o 2 a8 &7 39 §7 0%
e ' L 25 - S0-0 { 33 Se-o
et | 5961 4o 6o | 106 as2| W 93

LA

Seves - Semitr o T@h‘&.i B,



TABLE ‘5 ﬂllegi‘cimate macternities and pre-maritally
conceived legitimate maternities, 1838-1560;
illegitimate live births and pre-maritally conceived

iegitimate live births, 1961-1968 England and Wales
Total maternities/live births! Percentage of extra-
Pre-maritally concelived extra-maritally® | maritally conceived
Illegitimate concelved maternities/live-
Year maternities/ legitimate Percentage | P1Fths legitimated
live births maternities/ £ all by" marriage of
fad iive births*t  Numbers oL 8 parents before
maternities/ | [oieh af ghild
live births
Maternities
1833 . 27,440 64,530 91,970 .14.4 70.2
1858 26,565 60,346 85,915 13.8 69.4
1940-1944% 39,542 43,145 82,888 12.4 52.2
1945-1949% < 48,466 52,557 - 102,023 13.0 51.5
1950 35,818 54,188 90,004 12.8 60.2
1951 33,444 50,477 83,921 12.3 60.1
2652 33,088 44,2339 77,327 11.4 . 57.2
29535 533,083 43,988 77,071 11.2 57,1
1554 32,128 44,319 78,447 11.2 58:0
1955 51,049 43,601 75,250 it 57.5
54,113 47,377 81,490 11.5 58.1
55,088 48,611 83,709 11.5 © EB.1
56,787 © 49,7758 86,562 i1.8 . 57.5
i 38,792 50,871 © 89,883 11.9 . 56,7
i 43,281 54,576 97,857 12.4 55.8
1 o ) Live births
g &0, 490 " 58,115 107,805 . 13.3 54.9
i 55,376 62,455 117,831 14.0 5%.0
56,104 64,427 123, 531, 14.5 52.2
83,3540 §7,933 131,273 15.0 51.7
66,249 70, 457 135,706 15.8 51.5
47,058 71,648 138,704 16.3 51.7
89,208 73,867 143,595 17.3 51.3
69,806 74,531 144,337 17.6 51.6

darriaze durations undsr B} months up to 1951, under 8 months thersaftar.

® rrom 1952 onwards the figures relate to women married once only.
T Mda
F Annmual averages.,
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